Comprehensive Utilities Master Plan Update FINAL

1. INTRODUCTION

The Comprehensive Master Plan will provide direction to identify near, mid, and long-term
infrastructure management strategies and capital improvement programs to maintain
regulatory compliance and to provide system improvements that can reliably meet

existing and future customer needs.

1.1 Background

The City of Cape Coral (City), developed in the 1950s and incorporated as a city in 1970, is one

of the nation’s fastest growing communities. Situated in southwest Florida on a large peninsula,
the City of Cape Coral (City) consists of an area of over 120 square miles (76,000 acres) with 10
square miles being comprised of water. The peninsula holds over 400 miles of fresh and saltwater
canals which ultimately open into the Gulf of Mexico and its tributaries. The City borders the
Caloosahatchee River in the south and east, the Matlacha Pass in the west, and connects to the
Florida mainland in the north by Charlotte County and North Fort Myers. The City of Fort Myers
is accessible by crossing the Caloosahatchee River whereas Pine Island is accessible by crossing
Matlacha Pass. The City boundary is illustrated in Figure 1-1.
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