lattened forelimbs have special ligaments
that stiffen, making it easier for these
incredible animals to dig large tunnels,
some more than 30 feet Iong These

summer, and 60-70 degrees in the winter. Gopher forforss approx. 6 inches fong
) The tortoise’s burrow and the
©@[@@ Coral’s excavated sand around the entrance are ﬁ@[@ﬁ’@@]@@ﬁu@n
Terrific Tunnelers used by many other mvertebrate and

you have to dig a tunnel in the ground that “commensal” (harmonious co-existence) of age. Matlng occurs dunng Ap“' to
is as wide as your body, 15 - 30 feet long, species. Jun_e, \_Nlth females digging their nest
and 6 feet deep at the end. Not only is cavity in the mouth of the burrow only

this activity vital to your protection, but once per year.

growth. You can’t use any machinery, not ~ ‘ Xin oU 10 110U aays.
even a shovel. You do it with your bare 2 ? _

hands. Most of us would say, “forget it.” Dﬂﬂ@ﬁ@ﬁ’y

But for the gopher tortoise, the tunneling The her tortoi I
is all in a day’s work. . gopher fortolse was we

Deschiption n Cape Coral, there can be onsumption and encroachment, resu

The Gopher tortoise (Gopherus scattered enclaves of one to five tortoise in loss and degradation of habitat has
polyphemus) averages 9-11 inches long burrows on vacant lots, as well as a few contributed substantially to their
but can attain lengths of 15 inches. They areas containing ten to forty burrows. The population decline-about 80 percent over

opher tortoise’s burrow can be the last one hundred years. In addition,

the entrance. The burrows of young years of age, their eggs often succumb to

prefer sandy, well drained upland areas.

They eat grasses, bean family plants, gopher tortoises or hatchlings are not so predation, and many are plagued by a life-
fruits and grass-like plants of the large. A year after hatching, gopher threatening respiratory disease.
sunflower family. tortoises usually have a burrow 3-4 feet



Please don’t put them into a body

Cape Coral's

U AU 9

toward. Tortoises are very determined
animals and will simply try to cross the
road again once you've left if put back on
the side they started from.

) %, & :
Juvenile: notice the yellow coi

Tl Fugire

tortoises. However, preserving small,
viable populations may make a difference.
This prevents the spread of disease and
prevents the loss of large populations due

g . iy " Q%
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the gopher tortoise population. o If you find an injured gopher
The gopher tortoise is a fascmatlr!g tortoise, you can contact the FWC
and gentle creature whose importance in Wildlife Alert hotline at (888) 404- Prepared By:

viewing. You can visit the Charlotte 239-472-3644. Development
Harbor Environmental Center on Burnt
Store Road just north of Cape Coral or the
Sanibel-Captiva Nature Center located on

Planning Division

Remember, gopher tortoises are
land animals.
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