
City of Cape Coral 
Sign Regulation 

User Guide 

Ordinance 29-13 

Department of Community Development 



Table of Contents 
Introduction................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................4 

Significant Changes to the Sign Ordinance ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................5 

Prohibited signs .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................6 

Temporary Signs .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................7 

Signs Which Require Permits.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................8 

Signs Which DO NOT Require Permits ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................9 

What are activities that do not require permits? ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................9 

What are the types of signs that do not require permits?.........................................................................................................................................................................................................9 

Exempt signs in Residential Zoning Districts.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................10 

Exempt signs in Non-Residential Zoning Districts .................................................................................................................................................................................................................11 

Calculating Your Sites Total Permitted Signage .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................13 

How do I calculate my building mounted sign allowance? .............................................................................................................................................................................................................13 

Building Mounted Signage Calculation...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................13 

How do I calculate my freestanding sign allowance?.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................14 

Single Business Sites .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................14 

Multiple Business Sites .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................15 

Examples of How to Calculate Maximum Sign Allowance .............................................................................................................................................................................................................16 

Non-Conforming signs .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................17 

What are non-conforming signs? ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................17 

Can I replace and/or keep my non-conforming sign? ............................................................................................................................................................................................................17 

Deviations...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................18 

What is the process for requesting a deviation? ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................18 

Sign Permit Requirements and Procedure ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................19 

Page 2 



What is required for a sign permit application?......................................................................................................................................................................................................................19 

Unified Sign Plans ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................21 

What does a unified sign plan require? .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................21 

Where Can I Find Further Information on the Sign Ordinance? ................................................................................................................................................................................................22 

Page 3 



Introduction 
The purpose of this document is to help the readers of Article 7 of the Land Use and Development Regulations to visualize the intent of the regulations. It is important 
to understand the limitations of the graphic illustrations contained in this document. The photographs and drawings are for illustrative purposes only. They are not 
intended to dictate signage solutions, but simply to help the reader understand basic concepts and, where appropriate, suggest possible solutions. 

This guide is only to be used as an aid to understand the adopted regulations, and must not be used for a legal interpretation of the regulations. Article 7, Signs, of 
the City of Cape Coral Land Use and Development Regulations, shall have precedence over this User’s Guide. 

If there is any uncertainty as to the requirements of Article 7, please contact the Community Development Department at 239-574-0553. 
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Significant Changes to the Sign Ordinance 

Ordinance 29-13 was adopted September 30, 2013 and is effective April 1, 2014. 

There were five major changes within the ordinance: 

• An increase to the maximum signage per site; 

• Additional restrictions on the brightness of Electronic Message Centers 

• Limitation on the amount of signage permitted on windows without a permit; 

• Restrictions on feather banners; and 

• Elimination of signs in rights-of-way (median signs) 

On June 9, 2014, City Council adopted an amendment to the sign ordinance that allowed each individual business to have one A-Frame signs and restricted 
feather banners to model homes which require approval by a Special Exception. 
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Figure Structure Sign 

Parasite Sign 

Off Site Sign 

Prohibited signs 

The following types of signs are not permitted in the City of Cape Coral: 

• Animated signs, except electronic message signs, electronic laser, video, or digital display signs in 
which the messages change at intervals of two seconds or greater. 

• Signs located on public property or rights of way or attached to trees or utility poles 

• Signs attached to fences on improved, non-residential property; except signs attached to 
recreational fences around activity fields, playgrounds, or playing fields (such as football fields, 
baseball diamonds, etc.) 

• Figure structured signs; 

• Obscene signs; 

• Off-site signs; 

• Parasite signs, unpermitted, smaller signs attached to fixed structures, except sign blades attached 
to real estate signs and their support structures; 

• Portable signs (except A-Frames); 

• Roof signs; 

• Special event signs, except with special event permit; 

• Vehicle signs, parked to provide advertising visible from the public right-of-way or parked on public 
property to clearly provide commercial message close to the public right-of-way. 
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Sign(s) Attached to Utility Pole 
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Construction Sign 

Inflatable Object 

Real Estate Sign with Blade 

Temporary Signs 
The following types of signs are considered temporary. These signs in some cases require permitting and may have other 
restrictions upon them, such as location, size, height, duration and number. 

Simply click on the sign type below and it will take you to requirements for that type of sign: 

• A-frame signs; 

• Construction signs; 

• Garage sale signs; 

• Inflatable objects; 

• Permit Boards; 

• Real estate signs; 

• Open house signs; 

• Election signs; 

• Temporary directional signs; 

• Temporary sales office signs; and 

• Temporary vehicle sales signs. 
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Building Sign 

Freestanding Sign 

Signs That Require Permits 

Any of the following signs you will need a permit: 

• Freestanding signs, other than residential/incidental signs as otherwise 
defined. Note model homes signage requires a permit; 

• Marquee signs; 

• Building signs; 

• Inflatable objects that do not meet the requirements of exempt signs; 

• Banner signs; 

• Integral signs; 

• Fascia signs; 

• Flags with a commercial message; 

• Awning signs exceeding eight square feet; 

• Development identification signs; and 

• Electronic message signs. 

Development Identification Sign 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR ELECTRIC 
MESSAGE SIGNS 

The brightness or intensity of the sign must 
be factory set at less than 5,000 nits (or 
464.52 lumens per square foot) between 
sunset /sunrise. 

If the electronic message sign is a text-
only message display, then the text may 
move along the face of the sign, but the 
text cannot exceed 12 inches in height. 

One electronic message sign per site. 

An electronic message sign cannot be 
installed on a non-conforming sign. 

All electronic message signs not meeting 
these criteria are prohibited. 



 

 

 

Signs Which DO NOT Require Permits 
Not all signs require a sign permit however; signs still may be subject to administrative review, building code review 
and zoning regulations. 

Exempt Signs that will require administrative review are Residential Building/Freestanding, Awning Signs greater than 
eight square feet, A-frame, and Menu Boards. Note: Model homes with signage requires a permit even through it might 
be a residential zoning district. 

What are activities that do not require permits? 
There are three types of activities involving signs that do not require a permit: 

• Changing the advertising copy, announcement, or message on a marquee or changeable copy sign board so 
designed to alter such copy; subject to any restrictions in this article, including but not limited to frequency 
limitations. 

• Cleaning, painting, or electrical or comparable general maintenance or repair of a sign that does not alter any 
regulated feature of such sign. 

• Changing the message or locating official public notices or traffic control signs. 

What are the types of signs that do not require permits? 
Signs that do not require permits are also called “Exempt Signs.” Exempt signs in the ordinance are broadly 
categorized by zoning district as either residential or non-residential. Even though a sign may be EXEMPT, other 
restrictions may be required including size, number, location etc. These signs may require administrative review. 

MENU BOARDS 

The regulations for menu boards were 
modified to increase the maximum size 
from 24 to 28 square feet. 

Additionally, the maximum number of 
menu board signs was increased from one 
(1) to two (2). 

_ 
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Exempt signs in Residential Zoning Districts 
Type of Sign Special Regulations/Restrictions 

Residential building and freestanding signs 

Single family uses in residential zoning districts: 

Limited to 1 residential sign less than 4 square feet in sign area and, if freestanding, 5 feet in height. 

Multi-family residential uses in multi-family residential zoning districts: 

2-6 units are permitted 1 sign per street frontage of the site not to exceed a total of 2 signs. The 
maximum sign area for the sign is 16 square feet and, if freestanding, the maximum height is 10 feet. 
7+ units are permitted one sign per street frontage of the site not to exceed two per site. The maximum 
sign area for each such sign allowed on the site is 24 square feet, and, if freestanding, the maximum 
height is ten feet. 

Directional signs Must meet the requirements of Section 7.11 

Flags that contain no commercial message No special regulations. 

Incidental signs 

Single-family uses in residential zoning districts: 

Limited to 1 square foot in area and 6 feet in height. 

Lawfully existing multi-family residential uses in multi-family residential zoning districts: 

Limited to a maximum 6 square feet in area. No more than one entrance sign and one exit sign may be 
located at any one entrance or exit. May contain a development name or logo together with an 
information message that is less than 25% of the sign area. 

Inflatable objects As allowed in Section 7.10 Temporary Signs and do not contain a commercial message. 

Interior signs No special regulations. 

Temporary signs As allowed under Sections 7.10, 7.11 and 7.12. 

Umbrellas/Umbrella signs No special regulations. 
Hand held signs or signs worn as part of a costume or item of 
clothing that do not contain a commercial message No special regulations. 
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Exempt signs in Non-Residential Zoning Districts 
Type of Sign Special Regulation/Restrictions 

A-Frame signs Copy area not wider than 24 inches by 36 inches and no taller than 3 ft 6 inch., removed 
during non-business hours, located in specific areas, designed to be an A-frame, etc. 
(Note: see ordinance for complete requirements). 

Awning signs Limited to less than eight (8)square feet 

Exterior bulletin boards 
Bulletin board(s) must be located on the premises; 
No more than one bulletin board per building entrance is allowed without a permit; and 
limited to twelve (12) square feet. 

Credit card/membership signs 
Individual credit card/membership signs may not exceed six (6) square inches. May only 
be placed on the windows or doors of the commercial establishment, or at the fuel pumps 
of such station. Limited to one credit card/membership sign per credit or membership 
organization per street frontage. 

Directional signs Must meet the requirements of Section 7.11. 

Flags that bear no commercial message No special regulations. 
Hand held signs or signs worn as part of a costume, or item of clothing that 
does not contain a commercial message. No special regulations. 

Incidental signs 
Limited to six (6) square feet in area and six feet in height, may contain a business name 
or logo together with an informational message. The business name or logo cannot exceed 
25% of the sign area of the sign. 

Inflatable objects that comply with the limits and conditions provided in 
Section 7.10 (Temporary Signs)and do not contain a commercial message. 

Inflatable objects that exceed those limits or contain a commercial message require 
permits and are included in sign calculations. 

Interior signs No Special Regulations. 

Memorial signs No Special Regulations. 

Menu boards Limited to two (2) menu boards per drive-through, each menu board may not exceed 28 
square feet in area. Requires a menu board permit at no cost from the City. 

Menu display box Limited to one per public entrance. 
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Exempt signs in Non-Residential Zoning Districts 
Type of Sign Special Regulation/Restrictions 

Nameplate signs Limited to one (1) per building entrance, less than two (2) square feet 
Must be attached to the building. 

Non-commercial signs 
No more than one non-commercial sign, in addition to any other permissible exempt sign, 
is permitted and is limited to four (4) square feet and five feet in height. The non-
commercial sign may be either freestanding or a building sign. 

Suspended signs 
Limited to one per business entrance less than four (4) square feet. The minimum vertical 
clearance of eight (8) feet from any sidewalk, private drive, parking area, or public street is 
maintained at all times. 

Temporary signs As allowed in Section 7.10. 

Umbrellas/umbrella signs No Special Regulations. 

Window/door signs 50% of the total glazed area of windows and doors on 1st floor. More than 50%, no longer 
exempt from permitting. Any window sign above the 1st floor shall automatically require a 
permit. 

Suspended Sign Awning Sign Umbrella Sign 
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Calculating Your Sites Total Permitted Signage 
Business signage is allocated based on two categories of signs: building mounted and freestanding. 

How do I calculate my building mounted sign allowance? 
Building mounted signs are calculated using structural business frontage. In the event a building is located on a lot that does not abut a public street, the frontage 
is measured along the publicly dedicated parking lot or platted alley that the lot fronts. 

Building Mounted Signage Calculation 

Structural Building Frontage Allowance 

100 linear feet of structural frontage or less 2 square feet per linear foot, up to a maximum of 100 square feet. 

100 – 300 linear feet of structural frontage 1 square foot per linear foot, up to a maximum of 200 square feet. 

Greater than 300 linear feet of structural frontage .75 square feet per linear foot. 

Businesses that front on more than one platted street (additional sign are based on building 
frontage calculation) .5 square foot per linear foot up, to a maximum of 50 square feet. 

Businesses with side or rear building frontages abutting an alley, parking area or mall parking 
area .5 square foot per linear foot up, to a maximum of 50 square feet. 

Structural Building Frontage Single Business Page 13 Structural Building Frontage Multiple Units 



How do I calculate my freestanding sign allowance? 
Freestanding sign allowance is based on the street frontage of the site and, in some cases, the street the property fronts on. The amount of signage allowed differs 
if the building houses a single business or is a multiple business site. 

Single Business Sites 
To calculate your freestanding sign allowance you will need to determine your street frontage and use the table below. 

For example, a single business with 105 linear feet of frontage on Del Prado Boulevard would be allowed one freestanding sign that is a maximum of 40 square feet in size and a 
height no more than 20 feet 

Freestanding Signs 
Individual 
Businesses or 
Entities 

Individual Businesses or Entities in all 
Preserve Zoning Districts 

Individual Businesses or Entities on Pine 
Island Road (SR 78), Veterans Parkway, 
US 41, and Burnt Store Road 

Sign area based on street frontage (linear feet): 

100 or less in feet 30 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 

101-200 feet 40 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft. 48 sq. ft. 

201-300 feet 52 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft. 60 sq. ft. 

301 feet or greater 65 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft. 75 sq. ft. 

Height (feet): 20 20 25 

Maximum number permitted: 

Site with less than 500 linear feet abutting a single 
street 1 1 1 

Site with 500 or more linear feet abutting a single 
street* 2 1 2 

* When more than one sign is permitted on the same site, signs must be spaced a minimum of 300 feet apart. 
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Multiple Business Sites 
To calculate your freestanding sign allowance you will need to determine your street frontage and use the table below. 

For example, a multiple business with 105 linear feet of frontage on Del Prado Boulevard would be allowed one freestanding sign that is a maximum of 64 square feet in size and a 
height no more than 20 feet. 

Freestanding Signs Multiple Business or Entity Sites in 
all Zoning Districts 

Multiple Business or Entity Sites in 
all Preserve Zoning Districts 

Multiple Business or Entity Sites on 
Pine Island Road (SR 78), Veterans 
Parkway, US 41, and Burnt Store 
Road 

Sign area based on street frontage (linear feet): 

100 or less feet1 50 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft. 56 sq. ft. 

101-200 feet 64 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft. 64 sq. ft. 

201-300 feet 80 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft. 75 sq. ft. 

301 or greater feet 100 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft. 150 sq. ft. 

Height (feet): 20 20 25 

Maximum number permitted: 

Sites with less than 500 linear feet abutting a 
single street. 1 1 1 

Sites with 500 or more feet abutting a single 
street. 2 1 2 

1 In the event the depth of the property is at least three times the length of the street frontage (linear feet), an additional 25% of sign area is allowed. 

Page 15 



I i 
I 

' ) 

' I 
I I I 

Susinus Susinus Business 

I I I A g C 

I I I 
I I I 
I I I I I I ! ! ! I I I - ' -I I I 

60 feet I so/feet I 60 f1et I I I 
! I ! ! I ! I 

I I I I 

Street Frontage= 240 feet 

CAPE CORAL Plf/NY W 

Example #1 Calculations 
Freestanding Signage from Table: 80 Ft2 / among tenants 

' ' i I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I I I 
I I I 
! ! I 

' --

Unit A Building Mounted Signage: 2' 60 Ft =120 Fl2J.fil regulation the maximum is 100 Ft2 

Unit& Building Mounted Signage (alley only): .5*60 Ft = 30 Ft2 
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Unit B Building mounted signage (alley only): .5'80 Ft= 40 Ft2 

Unit C Building Mounted Signage: 2*60 Ft= Ft2; per regulation the maximum is 100 Ft2 
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Building MountedSignage (alley only): .s•1so Ft= 60 Ft2 per regulations the maximum is 50 Ft2 

Examples of How to Calculate Maximum Sign Allowance 

Example #1 Multiple Business -- Maximum Sign Allowance Example #2 Multiple Business -- Maximum Sign Allowance 
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A “lawfully” erected non-conforming 
sign under this ordinance would be 
an existing window sign covering 
over 30% of your window. Under the 
previous ordinance window signs 
were exempt from permitting 
requirements and had no regulations. 
These signs may stay in place until 
January 1, 2024 unless they are 
altered, replaced or repaired more 
than 50% of the value of the sign. If 
they are altered, replaced, or 
repaired greater than 50% the value 
of the sign, they must meet the new 
window sign thresholds. 

An example of a non-conforming sign 
that is not lawfully erected is a 
portable sign. Portable signs were 
prohibited under the old ordinance 
and are prohibited under the new 
ordinance. These signs must be 
removed. 

Non-Conforming signs 

What are non-conforming signs? 

All signs lawfully erected prior to April 1, 2014 that are not in compliance with the requirements of the new sign 
ordinance are considered non-conforming. 

All non-conforming signs must be removed or brought into conformance with the new regulations no later than 
January 1, 2024. 

Can I replace and/or keep my non-conforming sign? 

Non-conforming signs cannot be altered, replaced, or repaired if the alteration, replacement, or repair would 
constitute more than 50% of the replacement value of the non-conforming sign. 

Sign permits will not be issued for the alteration, replacement, or repair of a non-conforming sign if the alteration, 
replacement, or repair is more than 50% of the replacement value of the existing non-conforming sign. However, 
changing the information on the face of an existing non-conforming sign is allowed. Any other alteration to an 
existing non-conforming sign will be required to meet the new code. 

A sign that was erected, located, or installed prior to April 1, 2014, and approved by a dimensional variance from the 
governing body or an administrative deviation from the Community Development Director are allowed to keep this 
approval. If one of these signs is changed to meet the new regulations, they will forfeit their sign variance or 
administrative deviation. 
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Deviations 

Applicants may request an administrative deviation from the sign regulations. An administrative deviation may not be granted to allow categories or types of signs 
that are prohibited and must be the minimum deviation to alleviate the hardship. For example, you may not request a deviation to allow a figure structure sign 
because these types of signs are prohibited. However, you may request a deviation to allow additional square feet of building signage over the amount that is 
allowed on your site. The administrative deviation should be reasonable and justified within your administrative deviation sign application. 

What is the process for requesting a deviation? 
Applications for a sign deviation must be included with your sign permit application. The sign deviation application must include the following: 

• A letter of intent outlining the specific deviation being requested; 
• Sample detail drawings; 
• Schematic architectural drawings with dimensions; 
• Site plans; and 
• Elevations and perspectives which graphically demonstrate the proposed deviation(s) and illustrate how each deviation would operate to the benefit, or at least 

not to the detriment, of the public interest. 

Applications for administrative deviations are reviewed by City staff using the criteria adopted in the Land Use and Development Regulations (LUDR), Section 7.0. 
The Director of Community Development will either approve, or deny the administrative deviation application. 

If approved, the applicant will be notified and the sign may continue through the permitting process with DCD. If denied, the applicant has the ability to appeal such 
decision to the governing body. 
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Sign Permit Requirements and Procedure 
Applicants can apply for permits at the Department of Community Development – Planning Division. Applications are 
available on the City website at www.capecoral.net. 

If a development site has more than one freestanding sign proposed or is a multiple occupancy complex a Unified Sign 
Plan must be submitted. 

What is required for a sign permit application? 
Applications for sign permits must include all required documents and fees. You may be required to provide 
supplementary information when requested by staff. Applications must include the following: 

• Application Form; 

• Statement of authorization; 

• Plans and Specifications, to include: 
o Dimensions and elevations, including the message of the sign; 
o Parcel frontage on all street rights-of-way for freestanding signs only; 

THREE WAYS A SIGN PERMIT EXPIRES 

Business Tax Receipt for the premises 
lapses, is revoked or not renewed. 

The business activity on the premises is 
discontinued for 30 days and is not 
renewed within 30 days of written notice 
from the City. 

The sign is not erected or placed with 180 
days following issuance or is removed for 
a period of 60 days. 

o Linear dimension(s) of the subject building or unit located adjacent to all public rights-of-way such as streets, alleys, and public parking lots for freestanding 
signs only; 

o Maximum height of the sign; 
o Location of the sign in relation to property lines, public rights-of-way, easements, buildings, and other signs on the property; 
o Dimensions and anchoring of the sign's supporting members; 
o For illuminated signs, the type, location, light intensity and direction of illumination sources. Per the ordinance, the illumination cannot exceed 5,000 nits, or 

464.52 lumens per square foot sunrise to sunset; 

o Construction and electrical specifications, for the purpose of enabling determination that the sign meets all applicable structural and electrical requirements of 
the building code; and 

o Number, type, location, and surface area of all existing signs on the same property and/or building on which the sign is to be located; 
• Deviation Requests (if necessary); and 

• Sign Permit Fee. 

If the sign is illuminated, electrical permits must be applied for prior to or simultaneously with the sign permit application. In some cases, you may be required to 
provide supplementary information to be reviewed by the Building Division. 
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2/25/2014 
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Unified Sign Plans 
When a site has multiple freestanding signs proposed or is a shopping center (multiple occupancy complex) under unified control a unified sign plan is required. 
The unified sign plan must be submitted with the site plan or Planned Development Project. 

What does a unified sign plan require? 
A unified sign plan must provide architectural design elements consistent with those used in the design of the building associated with the sign. These features apply 
to the sign frame and supporting materials, not to the sign panel or panels that provide the actual advertising area. Design elements which that must be addressed in 
both graphic and narrative form include: 

o Adherence with the sign code; 
o Colors; 
o Construction materials; 
o Architectural design; 
o Illumination method; 
o Sign types(s) and location(s); and 
o In the case of a shopping center, multiple occupancy complex, or developments with multiple structures on the site, including outparcels, a minimum 100 

square foot planting area must be provided around the base of any freestanding sign. This landscape area must include shrubs and ground cover plants with 
a minimum of 50% coverage at the time of planting. Turf grass cannot exceed 10% of the landscape area. 

The unified sign plan may be amended and resubmitted for City staff approval to reflect style changes or changing tenant needs. 
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Where Can I Find Further Information on the Sign Ordinance? 

For questions about the sign regulations, we encourage you to contact the City’s Planning Division Customer Service at 239-574-0553. For 

questions regarding enforcement of the sign ordinance, please contact the City’s Code Enforcement Division at 239-574-0613. 

The entire ordinance can be viewed by visiting the City of Cape Coral website at www.capecoral.net, Government > Laws and Codes > City Codes and Land Use. 
This will take you to the American Legal Publishing website. You will then need to select the Land Use and Development Regulations, Section 7: Signs. 

The newly adopted sign Ordinance 29-13 can also be viewed on the Department of Community Development website by clicking here and the supplement 
amendment by clicking here. 

1015 Cultural Park Boulevard Post 
Office Box 150027 

Cape Coral, Florida 33915-0027 

http://www.capecoral.net/
http://www.capecoral.net/Ordinance_29_13.pdf
http://sire.capecoral.net/sirepub/viewdoc.aspx?cabinet=CITY_CLERK_ORDINANCES&docid=1535146


05/19/14 
05/21/14 

ORDINANCE 18 - 14 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE VII OF THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL LAND USE AND 
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS CONCERNING SIGNS; PROVIDING SEVERABILI'IY AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

I Whereas, the Cape Coral City Council has previously adopted regulations for the fabrication, 
erection, and use of signs and other outdoor advertising displays within the City of Cape Coral; and 

Whereas, the purpose of such regulations is to promote the overall economic well being of 
the businesses in the City while at the same time protecting the public health, welfare, and safety of 
its citizens by reducing the adverse effects of signs and displays on roadway safety, building safety, 
property value, and the enjoyment of the scenic beauty of the City of Cape Coral; and 

Whereas, the Cape Coral City Council finds that revision of the previously adopted 
regulations would further benefit the public health, welfare, and safety of the citizens of the City of 
Cape Coral. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA, HEREBY ADOPTS THIS 
ORDINANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The above provisions are incorporated by reference as if fully set forth below. 

SECTION 2. This ordinance amends the City of Cape Coral Land Use and Development 
Regulations ("LUDR"), Article VII, entitled "Signs." 

I 
A. Section 7.6 of the LUDR, concerning definitions, is hereby amended to add the following 

definitions: 

A-f'RAME SIGN. A sign that is self supporting and portable with steeply angled sides that 
meet and are adjoined at the top to form the shape of the letter "A." Two individual signs attached 
at the top that were not manufactured to be an A-Frame sign shall not be considered to meet this 
definition. 

TENANT. Any person, agent, firm, corporation or division who uses or occupies land, a 
building or portion of a building by title, under a lease, by payment of rent or who exercises limited 
control over the space, where the space meets the Florida Building Code requirements of fire 
partitions which require a wall permitted by the building type of construction that is fire-resistant 
rated of not less than 1 hour that separates individual tenant spaces. 

B. Section 7.6 of the LUDR, concerning definitions, is hereby amended to revise the following 
definition: 

PORTABLE SIGN. Any non-exempt sign that is not permanently located on or attached to 
the ground, permanent structure, an inflatable object or umbrella, or that is hand held, worn as part 
of a costume or item of clothing, or that is designed to be transported, including, but not limited to: 
signs designed to be transported by means of wheels; a sign converted to},.· or T ffilmes a T-Frame; 
or skid-mounted signs. A hand held sign or a sign worn as part of a costume or item of clothing 
containing a non-commercial message shall not be considered to be a portable sign. 

I C. Section 7.7.L of the LUDR, concerning prohibited signs, is hereby added to include the 
following sign: 

Feather banners, except as allowed under Section 7 .11.5.B. 

D. Section 7.9.E.18 of the LUDR, concerning signs exempt from permitting, is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 

18. Window/door signs: On each side of a building, no more than ~ 50% of the total 
glazed area of windows and doors on the first floor of that side of the building may 
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contain a window/door sign or signs. If a window/door sign or signs cover more 
than 30% 50% of the glazed area of the first floor windows and doors on the side of 
the building where the window/door signs are located, the window/door sign or 
signs are no longer exempt. Furthermore, any window/door sign or signs located 
above the first floor of a building shall not be deemed an exempt sign and shall 
require a permit. 

E. Section 7.9.E.19 of the LUDR, concerning signs exempt from permitting, is hereby added to 
read as follows: 

A-Frame signs, provided they comply with the following conditions. ] 
(a) Purpose. An A-Frame sign shall be used as a temporary announcement sign 

for businesses, containing sign copy that can be changed and identifying 
particular goods sold or services rendered from on-site premises. 

Number. One A-Frame sign per business, as identified by business tax 
receipts. 

,W. Location. No A-Frame sign shall block accessibility or be placed in any 
public right-of-way. exit, loading zone, bicycle rack, wheelchair ramp. 
sidewalk ramp. in designated parking spaces. in landscape areas, traffic 
triangles. or sidewalks. No A-Frame sign shall be permanently anchored or 
secured to any surface. 

@ Time limits. All A-Frame signs shall only be placed outside during business 
hours. Signs shall be brought indoors at the close of each business day . 

.(cl Size. An A-Frame sign shall not have a copy area wider than 24 inches by 36 
inches and shall not be taller than 3 feet 6 inches. 

Materials. An A-Frame shall be constructed of materials that are durable and 
weather resistant, including wood, steel, fiberglass, plastic, or aluminum. ]
Construction of the sign shall be of professional quality. Signs may consist 
of a framed chalkboard, whiteboard, tack board, or material that allows 
changeable copy. An A-Frame sign shall be constructed to be able to 
withstand wind and other unpredictable weather elements. including 
thunderstorm activity. The sign face and the sign frame shall not contain 
glitter. florescent materials. streamers. balloons, or reflective materials. 

F. Section 7.11.2.D of the LUDR, concerning feather banners as miscellaneous signs, is hereby 
repealed in its entirety. 

G. Section 7.11.5.B of the LUDR, concerning model home signs, is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

B. In addition, the following signs shall be permitted for model homes: 

1. One additional incidental sign, with a maximum sign area of four square feet 
tn area, 

2. Banners and feather banners as follows: 

a. A model home on a single site with one model home may display 
four (4) feather banners and one banner on the model home site. ]
Corner-lot model home sites shall be allowed a total of four feather 
banners with no more than two per side. 

b. For model home sites with two or more model homes approved 
through a single Special Exception, one model will be allowed to 
have a freestanding sign, but will not be permitted to have more than 
one feather banner or banner for that individual development site. 
The additional model homes regulated by the Special Exception shall 
be allowed to have four (4) feather banners on each model home site. 
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c. Feather banners shall comply with the following height, size, and 
materials reguhttions set forth in Section 7.11.2.D.1. imd 2. herein. 
requirements: 

Height/size standards. The maximum height shall be 15 feet 
from ground level, including the support portion of the sign, 
and the maximum width shall be 3 feet. 

I Materials. The sign face of the feather banner shall be nylon, 
polyester, vinyl, or canvas. Neither the sign face nor the sign 
frame shall contain glitter, florescent materials, metal, or 
reflective materials. 

d. All banners and feather banners shall be maintained in good 
condition and shall not become faded, torn, or in other similar forms 
of poor condition. 

e. No advertising copy or other wording or images other than 1) the 
name of the model home builder, 2) Open, 3) Closed, 4) Welcome, 
and 5) Price shall be allowed on the feather banner or banner sign. 

f. The duration of banners and feather banners is restricted to the 
approved Special Exception to operate a model home, which is a 
maximum of five (5) years. Feather banner or banner signs shall only 
be displayed on the approved Special Exception home property 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through 
Sunday. When the model home is not open, all feather banners and 
banners shall be removed and stored inside the model home. 

g. A model home freestanding sign, feather banner(s), and banner shall

I be removed within 30 days after the Special Exception has expired. 

H. Sections 7.14- 7.17 of the LUDR are hereby sequentially re-numbered Sections 7.15 - 7.18. 

I. New Section 7.14 of the LUDR, concerning sign area, height, location, and illumination, is 
hereby added to read as follows: 

§ 7.14 Requirements applicable to all signs. 

j_ Com,_putation qfsign area. 

A. The area of a sign shall be measured from the outside edges of the sign or the sign 
frame, whichever is greater, excluding the area of the supporting structures provided 
that the supporting structures are not used for advertising purposes and are of an 
area equal to or less than the permitted sign area. Supporting framework and bracing 
which are incidental to the display itself shall not be included in the computation of 
the area unless, by the nature of their design, they form a continuation of the sign. 

The area of a multi-faced sign shall be computed on one face in the same manner as 
the sign area of an individual sign, provided that the faces of the sign are not 
separated at any point by more than 18 inches. If the faces of a multi-faced sign are 
separated at any point by more than 18 inches, then each face constitutes a separate

I filg!h 

C. Where individual characters are used without a supporting panel, the overall 
dimensions from the beginning of the first character to the end of the last character 
in the longest line and from the top of the uppermost character to the bottom of the 
lowermost character shall be regarded as the extreme dimensions in calculating the 
overall sign area of the sign . 

. 2 Computation qf height. The vertical height of a freestanding sign shall be computed 
from the established mean grade of the development site to the highest component of the 
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sign or supporting framework. whichever is higher. The maximum vertical height of a 
building mounted sign shall not exceed the roof line of the structure . 

. 3 Location qfsigns on ,Pro,_PerfY. 

Setbacks. The distance of a sign from a property line, right-of-way, or other point 
shall be computed by m easuring a perpendicular line from the foremost part of the 
sign to the ground and then measuring from that point to the nearest point of the 
property line, right-of-way, etc. 

Distance between freestanding signs. A minimum distance of 25 feet shall be maintained ]
between freestanding signs regardless of whether such signs are on one site or 
whether they are located on adjacent sites. 

Location. No sign may project beyond the property line(s) of the property on which 
the sign is located, except that sign(s) may be flush-mounted to the walls of buildings 
which are constructed with a zero setback from the property line. Except as 
otherwise provided herein, signs shall be located on the same site on which the 
advertised goods or services are available. No part of any banner. sign, flag. or 
flagpole shall be hung. attached. or erected in any manner as to project into the right
of-way. 

Illumination. Signs may be illuminated by any method not prohibited by this article 
provided that any light source shall be shielded in such a manner as to prevent direct rays of 
light from being cast into an occupied residence, hotel or motel room, a commercial 
business. or at any pedestrian traveling upon a street or sidewalk or any vehicle traveling 
upon a public street. 

SECTION 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective immediately after its adoption 
by the Cape Coral City Council. 

ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL AT ITS REGUL,\R ]·"· 
SESSION THIS 9,,.._ DAY OF JU ne- , 2014. 

VOTE OF MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS: 

SAWICKI 
BURCH 
CARIOSCIA 
NESTA 
LEON 
ERBRICK 
WILLIAMS 
DONNELL 

ATTESTED TO AND FILED IN lvfY OFFICE THIS J/p+A DAY OF VWni,. 
2014. 

~Van~ 
~N DEUTEKOM ]
CITY CLERK 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

DOLORESD.MENENDEZ 
CITY ATTORNEY 
ord/sign amendments 
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COUNCILMEMBER MCCLAIN 01/17/13 
02/07/13 
02/08/13 
02/14/13 
03/05/13 
03/08/13 
04/09/13 
08/08/13 
08/12/13 
08/23/13 

ORDINANCE 29 - 13 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING ARTICLE VII OF THE CITY OF CAPE 
CORAL LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS CONCERNING SIGNS; 
PROVIDING SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Whereas, the Cape Coral City Council has previously adopted regulations for the fabrication, 
erection, and use of signs and other outdoor advertising displays within the City of Cape Coral; and 

Whereas, the purpose of such regulations is to promote the overall economic well being of 
the businesses in the City while at the same time protecting the public health, welfare, and safety of 
its citizens by reducing the adverse effects of signs and displays on roadway safety, building safety, 
property value, and the enjoyment of the scenic beauty of the City of Cape Coral; and 

Whereas, the Cape Coral City Council finds that revision of the previously adopted 
regulations would further benefit the public health, welfare, and safety of the citizens of the City of 
Cape Coral. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL, FLORIDA, HEREBY ADOPTS THIS 
ORDINANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The City of Cape Coral Land Use and Development Regulations, Article VII, Signs, is 
hereby repealed and replaced in its entirety, as follows: 

ARTICLE VII. SIGNS 

7.1 Purpose and intent. 
7.2 Scope of regulations. 
7.3 Compliance with codes and ordinances required. 
7.4 Substitution. 
7.5 Severability. 
7.6 Definitions. 
7.7 Prohibited signs. 
7.8 Signs in the public right-of-way. 
7.9 Exempt signs. 
7.10 Temporary signs. 
7.11 Miscellaneous signs. 
7.12 Signs which require permits. 
7.13 Sign permits. 
7.14 Maximum total sign area per site. 
7.15 Unified sign plan. 
7.16 Non-conforming existing signs. 
7.17 Deviations. 

§ 7.1 Purpose and intent. 

This article provides minimum standards to safeguard life, safety, property, and public welfare by 
regulating size, construction location, electrification, operation and maintenance of all signs and sign 
structures exposed to public view within the City of Cape Coral. These standards are content
neutral and regulate based on the form, and not the content, of signs. The visual appearance and 
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traffic safety of the City cannot be achieved by measures less restrictive than the procedures and 
requirements of this section. 

§ 7.2 Scope of regulations. 

This article shall control the regulation of signs a~d other outdoor displays. If any part of this article 
conflicts with any other codes adopted by the city, the most restrictive provision shall apply. 

§ 7.3 Compliance with codes and ordinances required. 

No sign shall be erected or maintained in the city, except in accordance with the provisions of this 
article. All signs erected, installed, or located in the City of Cape Coral shall conform to all 
requirements of the National Electrical Code, as revised, the Florida Building Code, this article, and 
other applicable law. 

§ 7.4 Substitution. 

It is not the purpose of this article to regulate or control the copy, content, or viewpoint of signs. 
Nor is it the intent of this article to afford greater protection to commercial speech than to non
commercial speech. Any sign, display, or device allowed under this article may contain, in lieu of 
any other copy, any otherwise lawful non-commercial message that complies with all other 
requirements of this article. The non-commercial message may occupy the entire sign area or any 
portion thereof, and may substitute for or be combined with the commercial message. The sign 
message may be changed from commercial to non-commercial, or from one non-commercial 
message to another, as frequently as desired by the sign's owner, provided that the sign is not 
prohibited and the sign continues to comply with all requirements of this article. 

§ 7.5 Severability . 

. 1 General/y. If any part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, 
term, or word of this article is declared unconstitutional by the final and valid judgment or 
decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, this declaration of unconstitutionality or 
invalidity shall not affect any other part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, 
sentence, phrase, clause, term, or word of this article . 

. 2 Severabiliry where less speech resttlts. This subsection shall not be interpreted to limit the effect of 
subsection 7.5.1 above, or any other applicable severability provisions in the code or any 
adopting ordinance. The City Council specifically intends that severability shall be applied to 
these sign regulations even if the result would be to allow less speech in the city, whether by 
subjecting currently exempt signs to permitting or by some other means . 

. 3 Severabiliry efprovisions pertaining to prohibited signs. This subsection shall not be interpreted to 
limit the effect of subsection 7.5.1 above, or any other applicable severability provisions in 
the code or any adopting ordinance. The City Council specifically intends that severability 
shall be applied to section 7.7 of this article, "Prohibited signs," so that each of the 
prohibited sign types listed in that section shall continue to be prohibited irrespective of 
whether another sign prohibition is declared unconstitutional or invalid . 

Severabiliry efprohibition on off-premises signs and commercial signs. This subsection shall not be 
interpreted to limit the effect of subsection 7.5.1 above, or any other applicable severability 
provisions in the code or any adopting ordinance. If any, or all, of this article or any other 
provision of the code is declared unconstitutional or invalid by the final and valid judgment 
of any court of competent jurisdiction, the City Council specifically intends that that 
declaration shall not affect the prohibition of off-site signs in section 7.7 of this article. 

§ 7.6 Definitions. 

For the purpose of this article, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 
indicates or requires a different meaning. 

ANIMA.IED SIGN. Any sign, including electronic, laser, video, or digital display, that uses 
movement or change of lighting to depict action or create a special effect or scene. Animated signs 
shall include signs which flash and/or have beacon lights. Time and temperature devices shall not 
be considered animated signs. In addition, temporary electronic changeable message signs required 
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by government agencies for road and street repairs and similar activities shall not be considered 
animated signs. 

AWNING. A cloth, plastic, or other non-structural covering or canopy which is 
permanently attached to a building, regardless of whether the covering or canopy can be raised or 
retracted to a position against the building when not in use. 

AWNING SIGN. A sign that is painted, installed, or otherwise applied to or located directly 
on an awning. For purposes of this article, signs that are suspended from awnings shall not be 
considered to be awning signs. 

BANNER. 

(1) A sign composed of a logo, characters, letters, illustrations, or design on a 
lightweight material either enclosed or not enclosed in a rigid frame and secured or 
mounted to allow movement caused by the atmosphere, including feather banners, 
streamers, and pennants but not including flags. 

(2) A string of pennants consisting of any series of pieces of cloth, plastic, paper, or 
other material attached in a row at only one or more edges, or by one or more 
corners, the remainder hanging loosely, to any wire, cord, string, rope, or similar 
device shall be considered to be a banner. 

BENCH/SHELTER SIGN. Any sign painted on or attached to a bus bench or to a bus 
waiting or phone booth shelter. 

BUIWING FRONTAGE. The dimension (measured in linear feet) of the overall width of 
the primary side of a building containing one or more business establishments or other entities. For 
purposes of this article, the primary side of a building shall be the side of the building that includes 
the primary entrance or the side of the building that faces the front lot line, at the option of the 
property owner. If the primary entrance is at an angle, the property owner may choose the building 
frontage. On a site with multiple buildings, if a building does not directly face a street, the building 
frontage will be considered the street that other adjacent or contiguous buildings face. 

BUILDING SIGN. Any sign attached to any part of a building, as contrasted to a 
freestanding sign. 

BULLETIN BOARD. A permanent sign which contains space for the posting of non
commercial general announcements. 

CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN (MANUAL). A sign or portions thereof with characters, 
letters, or illustrations that can be changed or rearranged manually, on the sign itself, without altering 
the face or the surface of the sign. 

COMMERCIAL SIGN. A sign that, directly or indirectly, names or calls attention to a 
business, product, service, or other commercial activity. For purposes of this article, all signs on 
non-residential property shall be presumed commercial; however, the presumption shall be 
considered rebuttable and may be overcome if a reasonable person could logically conclude that the 
presumption is invalid. For purposes of this article, terms such as sale, special, clearance, or other 
words which relate to commercial activity shall be deemed to be commercial messages. The 
identification by name of an apartment or condominium development on a residential sign at the 
apartment or condominium development site shall not be considered a commercial message. 

CONSTRUCTION SIGN. A sign which denotes the architect, engineer, developer, 
contractor or subcontractor, owner, future tenant, and/or financing agency of a construction 
project. 

DEVELOPMENT IDEJ\1TIFICATION SIGN. A permanent sign, either ground sign or 
located on a subdivision entry feature or perimeter wall, at a main entrance to a subdivision or 
residential development identifying the name of the development or subdivision. 

DIRECTIONAL SIGN. A sign denoting the business names, location, addresses (real or 
virtual), and/or occupations of those tenants located upon a subject site or which provides 
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information as to the location of a parking lot, building entrance, or other destination, activity, or 
facility and contains no commercial message. 

ELECITON SIGN. Any sign which indicates the name, cause, or affiliation of a person 
seeking public office or which indicates any issue for which a public election is scheduled to be held. 

FASCIA SIGN. A sign located on the fascia of a roof or canopy, or affixed to the front of a 
mansard roof, including signs that extend the plane of the structural fascia such that the vertical 
dimension of the sign is no more than one-third the distance from the ground to the bottom of the 
fascia, and lateral supports are used. 

FEAIBER BANNER A type of temporary lightweight sign comprised of a partial metal 
or plastic frame, pole, and/or base to which a vinyl, nylon, canvas, or polyester fabric sign face is 
attached. Depending on the shape and type of movement, such signs also may be called "flutter," 
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FIGURE SIRUCTURED SIGN. Any sign which consists of and/or contains a three 
dimensional character, symbol, or emblem portraying a commercial message which exists solely so 
as to attract the attention of the public. For purposes of this article, memorial signs shall not be 
considered a figure structured sign. 

FLAG. Any fabric or bunting used as a symbol, as of a nation, government, political 
subdivision, or other entity, or as a signaling device. 

FLAGPOLE. A permanently attached fixture or pole which supports flags. 

FLAG STANDARD. A readily transferable device or pole which supports flag(s). A 
tubular device which is set in the ground and does not extend above ground level, and any poles or 
tubes that support a flag or flags and are either inserted into the tubular device set in the ground or 
inserted directly into the ground, are considered to be flag standards, provided the poles or tubes 
supporting the flag(s) do not extend more than eight feet above ground level. 

FREESTANDING SIGN. Any sign supported by structures or supports that are placed on, 
or anchored in, the ground and that are independent from any building, wall, fence, vehicle, or 
object other than the sign structure for support. 

INCIDENTAL SIGN. A sign, generally informational, that has a purpose secondary to the 
use of the site on which it is located, including, but not limited to, "No Parking," "Entrance," "Exit," 
"Telephone," "Open," "Beware of Dog," "Help Wanted," "Welcome," and other similar directives. 
Incidental signs may contain a business name or logo together with an informational message. 
Furthermore, the term incidental sign shall not include a sign designed to be transported by means 
of wheels, a sign converted to an A- or T- frame, a sandwich-board sign, or a skid-mounted sign, 
regardless of the nature of the information that such sign may contain. 

INFLATABLE OBJECT. An object of any shape that is expanded or capable of expansion 
by means of air or gas, such as a balloon, wind sock, or air tube, and which is used as a means of 
attracting attention to a site, product, or event. 

INTEGRAL SIGN. A sign which is built in to or constructed as part of the architectural 
design of the building and if removed would change the design of the building. 

INTERIOR SIGN. A sign located within the interior of any building, or within an inner, 
outer, or enclosed lobby or court of any building or theater, not including window and door signs. 

LOGO. An emblem, character, pictograph, trademark, or symbol used to represent a firm, 
organization, entity, product, or service. 

MARQUEE. Any permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond a building or extending 
along and projecting beyond the wall of the building, generally designed and constructed to provide 
protection from the weather. 

MEMORIAL SIGN. A permanent commemorative or historical sign, plaque, inscription, or 
similar group of symbols that is engraved on a building or a cemetery tombstone or that is located at 
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a memorial erected by, or with the approval of, a governmental entity. For purposes of this 
definition, a memorial includes any particular building, structure, or location intended to honor 
persons, places, or events. 

MENU BOARD. A permanently mounted sign located adjacent to and oriented toward a 
lawfully established drive-through lane of a commercial enterprise. 

MENU DISPLAY BOX A small plaque or display case, not exceeding four square feet and 
four inches in depth, located on an exterior building wall at a public entrance to an establishment 
serving prepared food to the public that displays only the establishment's menu for the convenience 
of potential patrons who arrive on foot. 

MULTIPLE BUSINESS OR ENTITY SITES. Any development containing two or more 
tenants on one ownership parcel that is zoned professional, commercial, industrial, mixed use, 
institutional, downtown, or agricultural. In addition, this term shall include all properties approved 
under any planned development project that are zoned commercial, professional, industrial, mixed 
use, institutional, downtown, or agricultural. Multiple business or entity sites, for purposes of this 
article, shall be deemed to also include developed properties located within 25 feet of an improved 
public parking lot or area, and for which such public parking lot or area provides the minimum 
parking needs required for such developed properties as well as the public parking lot or area itself. 

MURALS. Any figures, designs, pictures, characters, etc. which are painted or adhesively 
applied directly onto the window or wall of a building. For puiposes of this article, figures, designs, 
pictures, characters, etc. which are nailed, bolted, or otherwise attached to a building wall or window 
are not "applied directly" onto the wall or window of a building and, therefore, are not murals. For 
purposes of this article, murals are not signs so long as they contain no logo, words, or letters, either 
foreign or domestic. In the event a figure, design, picture, or character, that contains words or 
letters, either foreign or domestic, is painted or otherwise applied directly onto the window or wall 
of a building, the entire such figure, design, picture, or character is not a mural, but instead is a 
"sign," the area of which shall encompass the entire figure, design, picture, and/or character that is 
applied directly onto the window or wall and not merely the portion containing the logo(s), word(s), 
or letter(s). 

NAMEPLATE SIGN. A sign indicating the name, profession, address, or some 
combination thereof, of a person, persons, business, or other entity legally occupying the building, 
unit, or establishment. 

NON-COMMERCIAL SIGN. A sign which does not meet the definition of a commercial 

OBSCENE SIGN. A sign whose contents meet the judicially established definition of 
obscenity or that is otherwise considered obscene under Florida Statutes. 

OFF-SITE SIGN. A permanently or temporarily affixed or hand-held sign identifying, 
advertising, or directing the public to a commercial business, product, service, entertainment, or 
activity which is located, sold, rented, based, produced, manufactured, or furnished or taking place at 
a location other than on the property or multiple business or entity site on which the sign is located. 
A sign containing a non-commercial message shall not be considered to be an off-site sign. 

OPEN HOUSE SIGN. A sign identifying property for sale, rent, or lease and temporarily 
open for inspection. 

PARASITE SIGN. Any sign not exempted by the sign code, for which no permit has been 
issued, and which is hung from, attached to, or added onto an existing sign. 

PERMIT BOARD. A freestanding device erected on a construction site for the sole purpose 
of providing a conspicuous display of and shelter for the permits required for construction service(s) 
being performed on such construction site. A permit board may also display a contractor name or 
logo. 

PORTABLE SIGN. Any non-exempt sign that is not permanently located on or attached to 
the ground, permanent structure, an inflatable object or umbrella, or that is hand held, worn as part 
of a costume or item of clothing, or that is designed to be transported, including, but not limited to: 
signs designed to be transported by means of wheels; a sign converted to A- or T-frames; or skid-
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mounted signs. A hand held sign or a sign worn as part of a costume or item of clothing containing 
a non-commercial message shall not be considered to be a portable sign. 

REAL ESTATE SIGN. A sign which advertises the sale, rental, or lease of the parcel, 
improved or unimproved, upon which it is located. 

RESIDENTIAL SIGN. Any sign, not otherwise defined and regulated in this article as an 
allowed sign in a residential zoning district, located in a district zoned for residential uses that 
contains no commercial message. 

ROOF SIGN. Any sign, structure, or object painted or affixed to the roof of any building, 
excluding components integrated into the design of the roof structure, provided that no part of the 
sign, structure, or object extends vertically above the highest portion of the roof nor extends 
horizontally breaking the vertical plane of the roofline and/or building, whichever is greater. 

SIGN. Any character, letter, figure, symbol, design, model, or device, or combination 
thereof, and all parts composing the same, together with the frame, background, or support, which 
is used to attract attention or to convey a message, regardless of the type of surface upon which the 
message appears and regardless of whether it is permanently affixed, portable, hand held, or worn as 
part of a costume or item of clothing. 

SIGN BLADE. A sign that is attached to a real estate sign or support structure. 

SPECIAL EVENT SIGN. A sign indicating a future social function, promotion, or fund 
ra1smg event, other than a temporary vehicle sale, sponsored by a private, not-for-profit, or 
governmental entity that is open to the public and is distinct from the usual and customary business 
day functions of the organization. 

STREET FRONTAGE. The linear dimension of the front of a building site as described in 
article III, section 3.8 of the land use and development regulations. In the case of a double frontage 
site and for the purpose of administration of this article, this dimension shall be based on a single lot 
front adjacent to the street right-of-way of which the site is addressed. 

SUSPENDED SIGN. A sign, other than a parasite sign, that is suspended from and 
supported by the underside of an awning, a marquee, a fascia, an umbrella, or a building overhang. 

TEMPORARY. Not exceeding 30 consecutive days in duration or of such limited duration 
as otherwise provided in this article. 

IEMPORARY SALE SIGN. A sign located on the site of a temporary vehicle sales event, 
conducted with the approval of the City Council. 

TEMPORARY SALES OFFICE SIGN. A sign attached to a temporary sales office, 
permitted pursuant to article III, section 3.2 of the land use and development regulations, which 
includes the name of the developer, subdivision, apartment, complex, or condominium, or 
residential, non-residential, compound use, or mixed use development. 

UMBRELLA. A device, often round or square in shape, that is supported by a center pole, 
attached to and supported by a table, and that provides to such table and abutting seats, if any, shade 
or protection from the elements. For purposes of this article, any device, structure, canopy, etc. that 
is handheld, or that is totally or partially enclosed, or that projects from or is connected to a building 
shall not be deemed to be an umbrella. 

UMBRELLA SIGN. A sign that is painted, installed, or otherwise applied to or located 
directly on an umbrella. For purposes of this article, signs that are suspended from umbrellas 
(suspended signs) shall not be considered to be umbrella signs. 

VEHICLE SIGN. Any sign that is attached to or painted on a vehicle and/or trailer, 
parked so as to be visible from and so as to clearly provide advertising visible from the public right
of-way or parked on public property so as to clearly provide a commercial message close to the 
public right-of-way, unless said vehicle is used by a proprietor or employee of the business for the 
purpose of commuting between the business location and home or is used in the usual course or 
operation of a business. Factors to be considered in determining whether a vehicle is used in the 
usual course or operation of a business shall include, but not be limited to, whether the vehicle is 
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operable, whether the vehicle has a current registration in the State of Florida, the role the vehicle 
plays in the business, and the frequency with which the vehicle is used in the course or the operation 
of the business. In addition, any sign that is composed of fabric, paper, or other lightweight 
material, or wood (unless the wood is an integral part of the vehicle itself), or that is physically 
supported by a motor vehicle, but not applied directly to the surface of the motor vehicle, or that is 
attached to the vehicle in such a manner as to constitute a safety hazard if the vehicle were to be 
driven with the sign in place, such as signs located so as to impair the vision of the driver of the 
vehicle or insecurely mounted so as to present a danger of falling off the vehicles while it is being 
driven, shall be presumed to be a vehicle sign. Further, any sign bearing a commercial message that 
is attached to or painted on a vehicle and/or trailer which is routinely parked or otherwise located 
on a site or sites other than that at which the firm, product, or services advertised on such sign is 
offered shall be presumed to be a vehicle sign. 

WINDOW/DOOR SIGN. Any sign, picture, symbol, or combination thereof that is placed 
upon a window or door and that is visible from the exterior of the window or door. The term 
window/door sign shall not include interior signs and/or product displays that are located inside a 
business unit and that are visible from outside the business unit. Furthermore, murals on windows 
or doors shall not be deemed to be window/door signs. 

§ 7.7 Prohibited signs. 

The following signs are prohibited: 

A. Animated signs, except electronic message signs, electronic laser, video, or digital 
display signs in which the messages change at intervals of two seconds or greater in 
duration, provided such signs comply with the requirements of Section 7.12.K.; 

B. Unless allowed under section 7.8 of this article, signs located on public property or 
rights of way or attached to trees or utility poles, other than by, or with the 
permission of, the owner of the public property or right of way; 

C. Signs attached to fences on improved, non-residential property; however, this 
prohibition shall not extend to signs attached to recreational fences around activity 
fields, playgrounds, or playing fields (such as football fields, baseball diamonds, etc.) 
located in public parks owned and operated by one or more governmental entities 
and where the signs: 

(1) are only visible from inside the park, or 

(2) if visible from outside the park, face the inside of the park; 

D. Figure structured signs; 

E. Obscene signs; 

F. Off-site signs; 

G. Parasite signs, except sign blades attached to real estate signs and their support 
structures pursuant to the requirements of Section 7 .1 O.E; 

H. Portable signs; 

I. Roof signs; 

Special event signs, except with special event permit; and J. 

K. Vehicle signs. 

§ 7.8 Signs in the public right-of-way . 

. 1 Signs allowed in the public right-of-way. No signs shall be erected, installed, or located in 
the public right-of-way or shall project over the public right-of-way, except permanent signs 
of the following type(s): 
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A. Public signs erected by or on behalf of a governmental body to post legal notices, 
identify public property, convey public information, announce public events, and 
direct or regulate pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 

B. Signs that are placed within or on structures that are public service related, including, 
but not limited to, bus stop signs, bench/shelter signs, and other informational signs. 
These structures shall be erected by or on behalf of a public transit or 
communications company or the city. The location of these structures and the 
character, size, content, nature, and design of signs on such structures shall be 
approved by the city through a contract or other agreement approved by the City 
Council prior to the erection of such structures or the installation of such signs. If 
such structures cannot be located in the public right-of-way as the result of safety 
factors, right-of-way constraints, or other factors or if it is more practicable to locate 
such structures on a site other than public right-of-way, the structure may be placed 
on private property provided that prior written consent is obtained from the 
property owner or his or her authorized agent. 

C. Informational signs of a public utility regarding its poles, lines, pipes, or facilities. 

D. Awning, projecting, and suspended signs over a public right-of-way in conformity 
with sections 7.9 and 7 .12 of this article. 

E. Development identification signs in conformity with section 7 .11 of this article. 

F. Directional signs in conformity with section 7 .11 of this article . 

. 2 Removal and forfeiture of unauthorized sign in the public right-of-way. The city shall have 
the right to remove from the public right-of-way any sign which is erected, installed, or 
located in such public right-of-way and which does not conform to the requirements of this 
article. Such signs shall be deemed to have been forfeited to the city and the city shall have 
the right to dispose of such signs as it sees fit. In addition to other remedies hereunder, the 
city shall have the right to recover from the owner of such sign and/or the person 
responsible for placing the sign in the public right-of-way all costs associated with the 
removal and/or disposal of the sign. 

§ 7.9 Signs exempt from permitting. 

The following types of activities and signs are exempt from the permitting requirements of this 
article, provided that number, area, and other limitations set forth in this section are satisfied. 
Except as otherwise provided herein, the area of exempt signs shall not be included in determining 
compliance with maximum allowable sign area requirements. Exempt signs are allowed in addition 
to signs for which permits are required. An otherwise exempt sign which exceeds the limitations of 
this section shall require a permit. 

A. Changing the advertising copy, announcement, or message on a marquee or 
changeable copy sign board so designed to alter such copy; subject to any restrictions 
in this article, including but not limited to frequency limitations. 

B. Cleaning, painting, or electrical or comparable general maintenance or repair of a 
sign that does not alter any regulated feature of such sign. 

C. Changing the message or locating official public notices or traffic control signs. 

D. In residential zoning districts as provided in Article II, Section 2.1 of the Land Use 
and Development Regulations, the following signs shall be allowed without a sign 
permit on sites containing residential uses: 

1. Residential Signs, whether freestanding or building, shall be considered 
exempt provided that the following requirements are met: 

(a) Single family uses in residential zoning districts. No more than one 
residential sign, in addition to any directional signs, flags, incidental 
signs, interior signs, and temporary signs which may be otherwise 
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allowed, shall be erected or located on a single family residential site 
located in a residential zoning district. Such Residential Sign shall not 
exceed four square feet in sign area and, if freestanding, five feet in 
height. 

(6) Lawfully existmg multi-family residential uses in multi-family 
residential zoning districts as provided in Article II, Section 2.1 of the 
Land Use and Development Regulations. The maximum height and 
total area (in square feet) of Residential Sign(s) on a site containing a 
multi-family use and located in a multi-family residential (R-3), 
residential development (RD), or residential receiving (RX) zoning 
district shall be as follows: 

(1) Residential structures contauung two to six units shall be 
permitted to erect one Residential Sign per street frontage of 
the site, in addition to any directional signs, flags, incidental 
signs, interior signs, and temporary signs which may be 
otherwise allowed. However, in no event shall the total 
number of such signs exceed two per site. The maximum 
sign area for each such Residential Sign allowed on such 
multi-family site shall be 16 square feet and, if freestanding, 
the maximum height shall not exceed ten feet. 

(2) Residential structures containing seven units or more shall be 
permitted to erect one Residential Sign per street frontage of 
the site, in addition to any directional signs, flags, incidental 
signs, interior signs, and temporary signs which may be 
otherwise allowed. However, in no event shall the total 
number of such Residential Signs exceed two per site. The 
maximum sign area for each such sign allowed on such multi
family site shall be 24 square feet, and, if freestanding, the 
maximum height shall not exceed ten feet. 

2. Directional signs in accordance with section 7 .11 of this article. 

3. Flags that contain no commercial message. Flags containing a commercial 
message shall require a permit and be included in all sign area calculations as 
provided in section 7 .14 of this article. Flags bearing an incidental sign 
message shall be treated in the same manner as incidental signs. 

4. Incidental signs shall be allowed without a permit provided that the following 
requirements are met: 

(a) Single-family uses in residential zoning districts. Incidental signs shall 
be allowed without a permit provided that they are no more than one 
square foot in area and six feet in height. 

(6) Lawfully existing multi-family residential uses in multi-family 
residential zoning districts as provided in Article II, Section 2.1 of the 
Land Use and Development Regulations. Incidental signs shall be 
allowed without a permit provided that they are no more than six 
square feet in area. Furthermore, no more than one entrance sign 
and one exit sign shall be located at any one entrance or exit. 
Incidental signs may contain a development name or logo together 
with an information message. Such development name or logo shall 
not exceed 25% of the sign area of the incidental sign. For purposes 
of this article, any sign for which more than 25% of its sign area is 
comprised of a development name or logo shall not be considered to 
be an incidental sign regardless of any other information which such 
sign may contain. 

(c) In the event a sign which would otherwise be deemed to be an 
incidental sign is displayed on a site, but does not conform to the 
conditions and regulations applicable to incidental signs for the site at 
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which the sign is located, such sign shall no longer be deemed to be 
an exempt sign, but instead shall be treated as and subject to all 
conditions and regulations applicable to a non-exempt sign located 
on the site. 

5. Inflatable objects, provided that the inflatable objects comply with the limits 
and conditions provided in section 7.10 of this article and do not contain a 
commercial message. Inflatable objects that exceed those limits or 
conditions or contain a commercial message shall require a permit as 
provided in sections 7.11 and 7.12 of this article and shall be included in all 
sign area calculations as provided in section 7.14 of this article. 

6. Interior signs. 

7. Temporary signs, not otherwise requiring a permit under sections 7.11 or 
7.12 of this article, and subject to 7 .10 of this article. 

8. Umbrellas/umbrella signs. 

9. Hand held signs or signs worn as part of a costume or item of clothing that 
do not contain a commercial message. For the purposes of this article, all 
signs on non-residential property shall be presumed commercial; however, 
the presumption shall be considered rebuttable and may be overcome if a 
reasonable person could logically conclude that the presumption is invalid. 
Nothing in this provision shall be construed to exempt persons who display 
such signs from other legal requirements, including, but not limited to, those 
relating to traffic, privacy, and trespass. 

E. In all categories of zoning districts provided under Article II, Section 2.1 of the Land 
Use and Development Regulations, with the exception of residential zoning districts, 
and on sites containing non-residential uses lawfully located in residential zoning 
districts, the following signs shall be allowed without a permit, but shall be subject to 
all other requirements of this article: 

1. Awning signs painted, installed, or otherwise located on any awning provided 
that the maximum area of the awning sign does not exceed eight square feet. 

2. Exterior bulletin boards as follows: 

(a) Such bulletin board(s) shall be located on the premises; 

(b) No more than one bulletin board per building entrance shall be 
allowed without a permit; and 

(c) The sign area of each such bulletin board shall not exceed 12 square 
feet. 

3. Credit card/membership signs provided that they comply with the following. 

(a) Individual credit card/membership signs shall not exceed six square 
inches in area and shall be placed, erected, installed, or located only 
on the windows or doors of the commercial establishment, or in the 
case of a service station, at the fuel pumps of such station. 

(b) No site, with the exception of sites on which service stations are 
located, shall contain more than one credit card/membership sign 
per credit or membership organization per street frontage. In 
addition to the aforesaid one credit card/membership sign per street 
frontage, service stations shall be allowed one credit 
card/membership sign at each fuel pump of such station. 

4. Directional signs, in accordance with section 7 .11 of this article. 
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5. Flags that bear no commercial message. Flags bearing commercial messages 
shall require a permit and shall be calculated in the sign area located on the 
site. Flags bearing an incidental sign message shall be treated in the same 
manner as incidental signs. 

6. Incidental signs, provided that they are no more than six square feet in area 
and six feet in height. In the event a sign which would otherwise be deemed 
to be an incidental sign is displayed on a site, but does not conform to the 
conditions and regulations applicable to incidental signs for the site at which 
the sign is located, such sign shall no longer be deemed to be an exempt sign, 
but instead shall be treated as and subject to all conditions and regulations 
applicable to a non-exempt sign located on the site. 

Incidental signs may contain a business name or logo together with an 
informational message. Such business name or logo shall not, however, 
exceed 25% of the sign area of the incidental sign. For purposes of this 
article, any sign for which more than 25% of its sign area is comprised of a 
business name or logo shall not be considered to be an incidental sign 
regardless of any other information which such sign may contain. 

7. Inflatable objects, provided that the inflatable objects comply with the limits 
and conditions provided in section 7 .10 of this article and do not contain a 
commercial message. Inflatable objects that exceed those limits or 
conditions or contain a commercial message shall require a permit as 
provided in sections 7.11 and 7 .12 of this article and shall be included in all 
sign area calculations as provided in section 7.14 of this article. 

8. Interior signs. 

9. Memorial signs. 

10. Menu boards: No more than two menu boards for each drive-through, with 
each menu board no greater than 28 square feet in area. Although such signs 
are allowed without a sign permit, the owner of property at which a menu 
board is proposed to be located shall obtain a menu board permit at no cost 
from the city prior to locating the menu board on the property. 

11. Menu display box: one per public entrance. 

12. Non-commercial signs: No more than one non-commercial sign, in addition 
to any other permissible exempt sign, shall be erected, installed, placed, or 
located on a site in a non-residential zoning district or on a site lawfully 
containing non-residential uses in a residential zoning district. Such non
commercial sign may be either freestanding or a building sign, but it shall not 
exceed four square feet in sign area and, if freestanding, shall not exceed five 
feet in height. 

13. Hand held signs or signs worn as part of a costume or item of clothing that 
do not contain a commercial message. For the purposes of this article, all 
signs on non-residential property shall be presumed commercial; however, 
the presumption shall be considered rebuttable and may be overcome if a 
reasonable person could logically conclude that the presumption is invalid. 
Nothing in this provision shall be construed to exempt persons who display 
such signs from other legal requirements, including, but not limited to, those 
relating to traffic, privacy, and trespass. 

14. Nameplate signs: one nameplate sign per building entrance, not exceeding 
two square feet in area, attached to the building. 

15. Suspended signs: no more than one suspended sign per business entrance 
provided that a minimum vertical clearance of eight feet from any sidewalk, 
private drive, parking area, or public street is maintained at all times and 
provided that the sign area of such suspended sign does not exceed four 
square feet. 
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16. Temporary signs, not otherwise requiring a permit, as allowed in section 7 .10 
of this article. 

17. Umbrellas/umbrella signs. 

18. Window/door signs: On each side of a building, no more than 30% of the 
total glazed area of windows and doors on the first floor of that side of the 
building may contain a window/door sign or signs. If a window/door sign 
or signs cover more than 30% of the glazed area of the first floor windows 
and doors on the side of the building where the window/door signs are 
located, the window/door sign or signs are no longer exempt. Furthermore, 
any window/door sign or signs located above the first floor of a building 
shall not be deemed an exempt sign and shall require a permit. 

§ 7.10 Temporary signs. 

Temporary signs, identified in this section as not requiring a sign permit, unless indicated below, 
must otherwise meet all the applicable requirements of this section and this article. Any temporary 
sign not meeting these requirements, in any way, including quantity, shall be treated as a non-exempt 
sign subject to permitting. 

A. Construction signs. 

Construction signs R-1A & R-1B single 
family districts 

All other zoning districts; 
site less than one acre 

All other zoning districts; 
site one acre or more 

Active building permit 
required 

Yes, except as provided in (B) of "Duration" herein 

Sign permit required No 
Number of signs Three per site Three per site Si,'{ per acre 
Maximum area 16 sq. ft. for sites less 

than one acre; 32 sq. ft. 
for sites one acre or 
more 

16 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 

Maximum height Eight feet 
Location Shall not be located in right-of-way 
Duration A. Each sign associated with on-site construction projects that require 

a building permit shall be removed upon: 
(1) expiration of the building permit for the on-site 

construction; or 
(2) no later than ten days after issuance of the certificate of 

occupancy for the on-site building; whichever date 1S 

earlier. 
B. Each sign associated with incidental projects or work that does not 

require a building permit shall be removed upon the completion of 
the work performed or within 30 days, whichever occurs first. 

B. Garage sale signs. Such signs and related directional signs shall be located on
premises on private property (with permission of the private property owner). Any 
related temporary directional signs, permitted under subsection 7.10.H below, shall 
contain the address of the garage sale, the garage sale permit number, and the date(s) 
of the garage sale. 

Garaj!,e sale siJ!,nS 
Garage sale permit required 
Sign permit required 
Number of signs 
Maximum area 
Maximum height 

Location 

Duration 

Residential districts 
Yes 
No 
One on-site, maximum of five 
Four sq. ft. 
Two feet 
Shall not be located in right-of-
way 
Permitted hours of garage sale 

Non-residential distnds 
Not applicable 
Not applicable 
Not permitted 
Not applicable 
Not applicable 

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

12 



C. Inflatable objects. Such objects are permitted as follows: 

Inflatable objects All districts 
Size Two feet or less ill width, 

diameter, and height 
More than two feet ill width, 
diameter, or height 

Sign permit required No Yes 
Number of signs per site 4 2 
Maximum height when 
measured from the ground 

30 feet 30 feet 

Location No less than 10 feet from right-of-way 

Duration Not limited 
Maximum ten-day duration; 
tn11ll111um 28 days required 
between permits. 

1. Inflatable objects that are two feet or less in width, diameter, and height and that contain no 
commercial message may be located or displayed on a site without obtaining a permit. 

2. Inflatable objects that are greater than two feet in width, diameter, or height or that contain a 
commercial message may be located or displayed on a site provided that a permit is obtained. 

3. Inflatable objects shall be erected using approved tie-down methods. 

4. No inflatable object shall be displayed in a parking space necessary for the site to meet its 
minimum parking requirements. 

5. Except for multiple business or entity sites, the display of inflatable object(s) on a site shall 
not exceed a period of ten consecutive days. 

6. On multiple business or entity sites, each use located on the site shall be treated as if it were 
a single business or entity site. 

7. The area of the inflatable object(s) displayed on a site shall not be included in the calculation 
of the total signage on such site. 

D. Permit boards. 

Permit boards All districts 
Sign permit required No 
Number of signs One 
Maximum area Four square feet in area, and may display a contractor's 

name or logo (exclusive of contractor's name on 
permit), 

Maximum height Six feet 
Location Shall not be located in right-of-way 

Duration 
From issuance of permit to expiration of permit or 
completion of fillal inspection, whichever is earlier 

E. Real estate signs. "For Sale," "For Lease," or "For Rent" signs are permitted on 
private property on the site of the property for sale, lease, or rent, as follows: 
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Real estate signs 
All districts 

Less than 200 linear feet 
ofstreetfrontaJ!.e 

200 to 600 linear feet of 
street frontaJ!.e 

Greater than 600 linear 
feet ofstreet frontaJ!.e 

Si~ permit required No 

Number of signs 

One per parcel or per 
individually owned 
unit, plus one per lot 
or individually owned 
unit for golf course or 
waterway frontage. 
A maxunum of four 
sign blades may be 
attached to the sign 
and support structure 

One per parcel or per individually owned unit, 
for each public street abutting property, plus one 
per lot or individually owned unit for golf course 
or waterway frontage. 
A maximum of four sign blades may be attached 
to the sign and support structure. 

Maximum area 4 sq. ft. 

16 sq. ft. for whole 
property or if 
individually owned, 
and ill lieu of other 
signage, then one four 
sq. ft. si~ per unit 

32 sq. ft. for whole 
property or if 
individually owned, 
and 10 lieu of other 
signage, then one four 
sq. ft. si~ per unit 

Maximum height Six feet Six feet Six feet 
Location Shall not be located in right-of-way 
Duration Removed no more than ten days after close of sale, lease, or rental 

F. Open house signs. The following signage is available for open houses on improved 
property provided a valid certificate of occupancy has been issued for the structure: 

All Residential districts 
Open house signs On-site si~ On-site flag standards Temporary directional signs 
Certificate of occupancy Yes 
Si~ permit requirement No 
Number of si~s One Two Two 
Maximum area Four sq. ft. Four sq. ft. Four sq. ft. 
Maximum height Two feet Four feet Two feet 
Location Shall not be located in right-of-way 
Duration Hours of open house 

G. Election signs. 

Election signs 
Residential uses in residential 

distn"cts and model home sites in atry 
district 

Non-residential districts and legal, 
non-residential uses in residential 

districts 
Si~ permit required No 

Number of signs 
One per ten linear ft. of street 
frontage 

One per 20 linear ft. of street 
frontage 

Maximum area Four sq. ft. 16 sq. ft. 
Maximum height Five feet Ten feet. 
Location Shall not be located in right-of-way 

Duration 
30 days prior to primary or ninety 90 days prior to general election 
until ten days after election addressing issue 

Additional requirements None 

Prior to placement, the owner 
of the election signs shall 
provide a list of locations of the 
signs, and written permission 
from each property owner or 
his or her authorized agent for 
placement of the signs 

In the event an election sign is displayed on a site outside of the time period allowed herein or in the 
event the number of election signs located on a property exceeds the number permitted herein, such 
sign(s) remaining outside the allowed period or the excess number of such signs shall no longer be 
deemed election signs, but instead, based on the zoning district and property use, shall be treated as 
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and subject to all conditions and regulations applicable to a "residential sign" or "non-commercial 
sign" located on the site. 

If, however, such election sign does not conform to the conditions and regulations applicable to 
residential signs or non-commercial signs for the site at which the sign is located or if the one 
"residential sign" or "non-commercial sign" allowed as exempt under section 7.9 of this article is 
already located on the site at which the aforesaid election sign is located, then any such election sign 
displayed on a site outside of the aforesaid time period or the excess election signs shall no longer be 
deemed to be an "exempt" sign, but instead shall be treated as and subject to all conditions and 
re ulations a licable to a non-exem t si located on the site. 

H. Temporary directional signs. Such signs and related directional signs shall be located 
on private property (upon permission of the private property owner) subject to the 
following: 

Temporary directional s&,ns All districts 
Sign permit required No 
Number of signs Two 
Maximum size Four sq. ft. 
Maximum height Four feet 
Location Shall not be located in right-of-way 
Duration 48 hours prior to event until 24 hours after event 

I. Temporary sales office signs. 

Temporary sales office s&,ns Residential zoninJ', districts All non-residential districts 
Si2:11 permit required Yes Yes 
Number of signs per site Two Two 

18 sq. ft. if building within 100 See allowed building mounted 

Maximum size 
feet of property line; 32 sq. ft. if s1gnage as provided m 
building 100 feet or more from subsection 7.14.2.A of this 
property line article 

Location Attached to temporary office structure 

Duration 
From legal occupancy of structure to not more than ten days after 
vacancy 

Temporary vehicle sales signs. J. 

Temporary vehicle sales s&,ns 
Temporary vehicle sales permit required 
Sign permit required 

Number of signs 

Si2:11 type 

Maximum area 

Maximum height 
Location 

Duration 

All districts 
Yes 
Yes 

One; two if the property has multiple street 
frontages 
May be sign, banner, or inflatable object 
32 sq. ft. sign or banner; inflatable object must meet 
requirements of subsection 7.10.C above 
Inflatable object may not exceed 30 feet 
Shall not be located in right-of-way 
24 hours prior to event until 24 hours after event; 
not to exceed five days 

§ 7.11 Miscellaneous signs . 

. 1 Development identification signs. A development identification sign may be erected or 
located at each entrance into such subdivision or development subject to the following 
prov1s10ns: 

A. Boulevard entrances. At residential subdivision or residential development entrances 
which contain a median strip separating the entrance and exit lanes, either one 
freestanding sign may be located in the median strip of the entrance or two single
faced signs equal in size may be located on each side of the entrance. 
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B. Non-boulevard entrances. At subdivision or residential development entrances 
which do not contain a median strip separating the entrance and exit lanes, either 
one double-faced sign facing perpendicular to the street or two single-faced signs 
equal in size and located on each side of the entrance may be erected or located. 

C. Area and height. The face of each main entrance identification sign shall not exceed 
32 square feet. The sign including the base shall not be more than ten feet in height. 

D. Location. Except when allowed in the entrance median strip, development signs 
shall be located on private or commonly owned property and shall be set back a 
minimum of 15 feet from the edge of the entrance way pavement. A development 
sign may incorporate or be incorporated into landscaping, or into accessory entrance 
structural features including, but not limited to, a fountain or wall. 

E. Illumination. Development signs may be illuminated only by means of exterior lights 
which are shielded so that light does not interfere with vehicular or pedestrian traffic . 

. 2 Banners. Subject to the other provisions of this article, banners may be located or displayed 
on a site provided that a permit is first obtained. 

A. All banners displayed on a site shall be securely installed in a manner which will not 
impede the visibility of the motoring or pedestrian traffic. Each end of a displayed 
banner shall be secured to the building at which the banner is displayed, except as 
provided below for feather banners. 

B. Except as provided below for feather banners or for banners permitted in 
conjunction with temporary satellite sales events or special events that are located on 
unimproved property or with events that are located in lawfully permitted structures 
other than buildings (such as tents), no banner shall be attached to, placed on, 
displayed from, or mounted on any object other than a building, including but not 
limited to, trees or other vegetation, vehicles, trailers, utility poles, freestanding signs, 
or stakes. 

C. Except as provided below for feather banners, the display of banner(s) at a site shall 
not exceed a period of ten consecutive days. At least 28 days must elapse from the 
expiration of one permit prior to the issuance of another permit for the display of a 
banner at a site. The area of the banner(s) displayed on a site shall not be included in 
the calculation of the total signage on such site. 

D. A feather banner for all non-residential uses shall comply with the following 
requirements in addition to those cited above, except as provided for model homes 
in Section 7 .11. 5 below: 

1. Height/size standards. The maximum height shall be fifteen feet from 
ground level, including the support portion of the sign, and the maximum 
width shall be 36 inches. 

2. Materials. The sign face of the feather banner shall be nylon, polyester, vinyl, 
or canvas and neither the sign face nor the sign frame shall contain glitter, 
florescent materials, metal, or reflective materials. 

3. Number of feather banners. 

(a) Single Business or Entiry Sites. Along each frontage of a business or 
shopping center with only one business (as evidenced by business tax 
receipt), a maximum of five feather banners are allowed provided 
that all requirements for placement of feather banners as set forth in 
subsection 4. below are met. 

(b) Multiple Bttsiness or Entiry Sites. Along each frontage of a business or 
shopping center with more than one business, one feather banner per 
business (as evidenced by business tax receipt) is allowed provided 
that all other requirements for placement of feather banners as set 
forth in subsection 4. below are met. The distribution of the number 
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of feather banners among the tenants or occupants of a multiple 
business or entity site shall be the responsibility of the real property 
site owner. 

(c) On properties with more than one frontage, each frontage is 
calculated as a separate frontage and allowed the number of feather 
banners as stated herein. 

(d) In addition to feather banners allowed above, when feather banners 
are placed on or within five feet from the building facade or 
supporting components, one feather banner per business (as 
evidenced by business tax receipt) is allowed provided that all other 
requirements for placement of feather banners as set forth in 
subsection 4. below are met. 

4. Location. 

(a) Feather banners shall not be placed within the site triangle of 
driveways or intersections. 

(b) Feather banners shall not be attached to landscaping materials, and 
must be placed behind the hedge row of the landscape buffer. The 
minimum setback shall be ten feet from the property line, except that 
the setback may be less than ten feet if still placed, as described 
herein, within an existing landscape buffer with a continuous hedge 
row. 

(c) Feather banners shall not be placed on public sidewalks, and they 
shall not be placed in, or otherwise block, parking spaces or drive 
aisles. Feather banner placement may not interfere with pedestrian 
movement. 

(d) On any single business or entity site or multiple business or entity 
site, feather banners shall not be spaced closer than ten feet from 
another feather banner, or other type of signage. 

5. Duration. Feather banners shall be limited to display periods of three 
consecutive weeks, four times per calendar year. The four three-week 
periods shall not occur in the same or consecutive months. Within the first 
three months of the date of issuance of a Certificate of Use, one display 
period may be extended an additional week to a four consecutive week 
period. 

6. Application. An application shall be required for each feather banner, shall 
include a scaled plan or drawing that identifies the location of and setback for 
the proposed banner, and indicates the length of the property frontage if the 
banner is to be placed greater than five feet from the building where the 
subject business is located. The application shall be signed by the business 
owner, and the property owner or property manager . 

. 3 Directional signs. A permanent directional sign may be located or installed on private 
property by the property owner or within the public right-of-way by a private business on 
behalf of the City of Cape Coral if necessary to direct the public to a hidden or difficult to 
access location. No permanent directional sign shall exceed 54 inches in height, or 56 inches 
in width, and the bottom of sign shall be no higher than 24 inches from the ground. 
Temporary directional signs may be permitted only as allowed in section 7.10 of this article . 

.4 Gasoline pricing signs. In addition to any other signage allowed herein, automobile service 
stations and other commercial uses lawfully containing fuel pumps for the sale of fuel to the 
public shall be allowed an additional 24 square feet of signage to advertise gasoline pricing 
provided that the gasoline pricing sign(s) shall be incorporated into a freestanding sign or 
located flat on the building or canopy. Those sites located at the intersection of two platted 
streets shall be permitted one additional freestanding sign to be placed on the second platted 
street for the sole purpose of displaying gasoline prices. The second sign shall not exceed a 
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total of 24 square feet of which a maximum of 25% may be utilized for the business name or 
logo . 

. 5 Model home and model condominium signs. 

A. One model home or model condominium sign not exceeding 32 square feet in area 
may be erected, installed, or located at the site at which one or more model home(s) 
or condominium(s) are displayed provided that no part of such sign shall extend 
more than ten feet in height from ground level. Both sides of such sign may be used 
for advertising a model home or model condominium site. 

B. In addition, the following signs shall be permitted for model homes: 

1. One additional incidental sign, with a maximum sign area of four square feet 
111 area, 

2. Banners and feather banners as follows: 

a. A model home on a single site with one model home may display 
four (4) feather banners and one banner on the model home site. 
Corner-lot model home sites shall be allowed a total of four feather 
banners with no more than two per side. 

b. For model home sites with two or more model homes approved 
through a single Special Exception, one model will be allowed to 
have a freestanding sign, but will not be permitted to have more than 
one feather banner or banner for that individual development site. 
The additional model homes regulated by the Special Exception shall 
be allowed to have four (4) feather banners on each model home site. 

c. Feather banners shall comply with the height and materials 
regulations set forth in Section 7.11.2.D.1. and 2. herein. 

d. All banners and feather banners shall be maintained in good 
condition and shall not become faded, torn, or in other similar forms 
of poor condition. 

e. No advertising copy or other wording or images other than 1) the 
name of the model home builder, 2) Open, 3) Closed, 4) Welcome, 
and 5) Price shall be allowed on the feather banner or banner sign: 

f. The duration of banners and feather banners is restricted to the 
approved Special Exception to operate a model home, which is a 
maximum of five (5) years. Feather banner or banner signs shall only 
be displayed on the approved Special Exception home property 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through 
Sunday. When the model home is not open, all feather banners and 
banners shall be removed and stored inside the model home. 

g. A model home freestanding sign, feather banner(s), and banner shall 
be removed within 30 days after the Special Exception has expired . 

. 6 Flagpoles and flag standards. Subject to the other provisions of this article, flagpoles and 
flag standards shall be regulated as provided in this section. 

A. In residential zoning districts, sites containing residential uses shall be limited to no 
more than two flagpoles on a site. 

B. In non-residential zoning districts, in mixed use zonmg districts, and on sites 
containing non-residential uses lawfully located in residential zoning districts, no 
more than three flagpoles shall be located on a site. Prior to installing and/or 
constructing a flagpole on a site, a permit shall first be obtained from the city. No 
flagpole shall exceed 35 feet in height except, in the Village and Corridor districts. 
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Flagpoles located in the front yards of non-residential properties abutting Pine Island 
Road shall not exceed 80 feet in height. 

C. The installation of a flag standard on a site does not require a permit. The number 
of flags that may be displayed on a flagpole or on a single flag standard is not limited. 

D. For the purposes of this article, flags on non-residential property which contain a 
symbol other than that of a nation, government, political subdivision, or other entity, 
or as a signaling device, shall be presumed commercial; however, it shall be 
considered a rebuttable presumption, which may be overturned if the evidence 
contradicting it is true or if a reasonable person of average intelligence could logically 
conclude from the evidence that the presumption is not valid. 

§ 7.12 Signs which require permits. 

The requirements of this section are in addition to all other applicable requirements. Unless exempt 
or otherwise indicated and subject to the other provisions of this article, the following signs are 
prohibited in residential zoning districts on sites containing residential uses, but shall be allowed in 
all other zoning districts as well as on sites containing non-residential uses lawfully located in 
residential zoning districts provided that a sign permit is obtained from the city prior to installation 
or erection and maintained in full force and effect for so long as the sign is in use: 

A. Freestanding signs, other than residential and incidental signs as otherwise provided 
herein. 

B. Marquee signs. In the south cape downtown zoning district only: 

(1) Projecting signs may occur forward of the build-to zone or the nurumum 
setback, as applicable, but shall not extend forward of the property line and 
may encroach into the easement if approved by the Director of the 
Department of Community Development, or his or her designated 
representative. The city may require the property owner to enter into a 
formal easement agreement in a form acceptable to the City Attorney. 

(2) Suspended signs shall maintain a vertical clearance of at least eight feet from 
the sidewalk. 

C. Building signs. 

D. Inflatable objects, unless otherwise exempt or prohibited. 

E. Banner signs. 

F. Integral signs. 

G. Fascia signs. In the south cape downtown zoning district only, projecting signs may 
occur forward of the build-to zone or the minimum setback, as applicable, but shall 
not extend forward of the property line and may encroach into the easement if 
approved by the Director of the Department of Community Development, or his or 
her designated representative. The city may require the property owner to enter into 
a formal easement agreement in a form acceptable to the City Attorney. Suspended 
signs shall maintain a vertical clearance of at least eight feet from the sidewalk. 

H. Flags which bear a commercial message. The area of a freestanding flag that bears a 
commercial message shall be deducted from the freestanding sign allowance for the 
site on which such flag is located. The area of a flag that bears a commercial 
message and that is mounted on a building shall be deducted from the building sign 
allowance for the site on which such flag is located. 

I. Awning signs. Awning signs exceeding eight square feet ill area shall reqU1te a 
permit. 

J. Development identification signs. 
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K. Electronic message signs that meet the following criteria: 

(1) The brightness or intensity of the sign shall be factory set not to exceed 5,000 
nits (or 464.52 lumens per square foot) between sunset and sunrise. 

(2) If the electronic message sign is a text-only message displays, then the text 
may move along the face of the sign, but the text shall not exceed 12 inches 
in height. 

(3) Only one electronic message sign shall be allowed per site. 

(4) An electronic message sign shall not be installed on a non-conforming sign. 

All electronic message signs not meeting these criteria are prohibited under section 
7.7 of this article. 

§ 7.13 Sign permits . 

. 1 Required. Except as otherwise provided herein, no sign or flagpole shall be located, placed, 
erected, constructed, altered, extended, or displayed without first obtaining a sign permit and 
meeting all requirements of the Florida Building Code. In the event a sign is located, 
installed, or maintained upon real property in the City of Cape Coral without any required 
permits, after the expiration or lapse of a sign perm.it, after the closure of a business, or 
otherwise in violation of the requirements of this article, the owner of the real property shall 
be deemed to be responsible for the prompt removal of such sign and shall be responsible 
for and subject to all fines or penalties which shall result from such violation . 

. 2 Procedure. The procedure for obtaining a sign permit shall be as follows: 

A. Any installation perm.it required for a proposed sign shall be applied for and 
obtained prior to submission of an application for a sign perm.it. However, 
installation perm.its shall not be required for election signs, special event signs, 
banners, inflatable objects, freestanding signs that are both less than 16 square feet in 
area and less than six feet in height as measured from the ground to the top of the 
sign, or any sign that projects less than 12 inches away from a structure, or any sign 
which is connected to, but separated, from a structure by less than 12 inches. 

B. Applications for sign permits sha'J be accepted by the Department of Community 
Development only upon determination that all requisite documentation and fees, as 
identified herein, accompany the application forms. Applications for electrical 
permits for illuminated signs must have been submitted prior to, or simultaneously 
with, the applications for the illuminated sign permits. 

C. Upon request by the Department of Community Development, the applicant shall 
provide such supplementary information as may be specifically requested by the 
Department of Community Development to determine compliance with this article. 

D. The Department of Community Development shall review the application, plans, 
and specifications to determine whether the proposed sign conforms to all applicable 
requirements of this article and, based on such review, shall either approve or deny 
the application for the sign permit. 

(1) Sign permit applications which include a request for a deviation to this 
article, pursuant to section 7 .17 of this article, shall either be approved or 
denied. However, if the applicant has applied for a building permit or 
certificate of use for the non-residential use at the subject site or for an 
electrical permit for the illumination of a sign, no sign permit shall be issued 
by the city until after the requested building or electrical permit or certificate 
of use has been issued by the city. 

(2) In no event shall the issuance of a sign permit following the issuance of a 
building permit, but prior to the completion of the construction project, 
result in an increase in the sign(s) or signage allowed under this article based 
on the structure as it is eventually completed. In other words, if the city 

20 



issues sign permit(s) following the issuance of a building permit, but before 
the construction of the building or structure is completed, and one or more 
sign(s) are installed or erected pursuant to such sign perm.it, but then the 
building plans are modified in such a way as to reduce the number, size, etc. 
of the sign(s) or signage which would be allowed under this article, then the 
property owner shall be required to bring such sign(s) or signage into 
compliance with the provisions of this article and to obtain a valid sign 
permit for such sign(s) . 

. 3 Submission requirements. No request for a sign permit shall be considered complete until 
all of the following have been submitted to the Department of Community Development. 

A. Application form. A written application shall be made on forms available at the 
Department of Community Development. The application form shall be submitted 
to the Department of Community Development and shall include the following: 

(1) Legal description of the property where the sign is proposed to be located; 

(2) Name, address, and telephone number of the owner of the property where 
the sign is proposed to be located; 

(3) Name, address, and telephone number of the lessor of the property or 
building upon which the sign is proposed to be located, if applicable; 

(4) Name, address, and telephone number of the sign erector and, if applicable, 
contractor's license number; 

(5) Type of sign proposed; and 

(6) Signature of the applicant(s). 

B. Statement of authorization. Any application form which is signed by an individual 
other than the property owner shall be accompanied by a notarized statement of 
authorization by the property owner's authorized agent consenting to the sign 
placement or, if the property or building upon which the sign is to be located is 
leased, a copy of the executed lease specifically authorizing placement of the sign on 
the premises. When application is being made for feather banners by a tenant, the 
owner or building manager must be a co-applicant with the tenant. (see Section 
7.11.2.D.6.) 

C. Plans and specifications. Plans and specifications for any proposed sign shall be 
drawn to scale and shall include the following: 

(1) Dimensions and elevations, including the message of the sign; 

(2) Parcel frontage on all street rights-of-way for freestanding signs only; 

(3) Linear dimension(s) of the subject building or unit located adjacent to all 
public rights-of-way such as streets, alleys, and public parking lots for 
freestanding signs only; 

(4) Maximum height of the sign, as measured in accordance with this article; 

(5) Location of the sign in relation to property lines, public rights-of-way, 
easements, buildings, and other signs on the property; 

(6) Dimensions and anchoring of the sign's supporting members; 

(7) For illuminated signs, the type, location, and direction of illumination 
sources; 

(8) Construction and electrical specifications, for the purpose of enabling 
determination that the sign meets all applicable structural and electrical 
requirements of the building code; and 
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(9) Number, type, location, and surface area of all existing signs on the same 
property and/or building on which the sign is to be located, except that in 
the event all or part of the exterior of a building has been subdivided into 
two or more fully enclosed units capable of containing one or more business 
or entity establishments, such as a multiple unit shopping center, the number, 
type, location, and surface area of all building mounted signs on the unit for 
which the proposed sign is sought and all freestanding signs on the property 
shall be included. 

D. Deviations. If a deviation to any requirements of this article is necessary, a request 
for a deviation shall be included with the initial application for a sign permit pursuant 
to section 7.17 of this article. 

E. Sign Permit fee. The applicant shall be required to pay a sign permit fee according to 
the current schedule of fees established by resolution of the City Council. This fee 
shall be paid prior to the issuance of the sign permit and shall be nonrefundable once 
the sign permit is issued by the city . 

.4 Lapse. A sign permit shall lapse automatically if the business tax receipt for the premises 
lapses, is revoked, or is not renewed. A sign permit shall also lapse if the business activity on 
the premises is discontinued for a period of 30 days and is not renewed within 30 days from 
the date a written notice is sent from the city to the last permittee that the sign permit will 
lapse if such activity is not resumed. A sign permit shall also lapse if the sign for which it is 
issued either is not erected and/or placed within 180 days following the issuance of the sign 
permit or is removed for a period of 60 days. Once a sign permit has lapsed, it shall be 
considered to be void and a new application and review process shall be necessary in order 
to have such a permit reissued . 

. 5 Identification. All signs requiring a permit shall have the permit number permanently 
imprinted or otherwise placed in the lower right-hand corner of the sign . 

. 6 Removal. The permittee and/or the site owner shall be responsible for the removal of a sign 
once the sign permit has expired or lapsed, without an application for a new permit, or the 
purpose in displaying the sign has ended. 

§ 7.14 Maximum total sign area per site . 

. 1 Residential uses in residential zoning districts. Except for those signs identified as exempt 
signs in section 7.9 of this article, no signs are allowed on sites containing residential uses in 
residential zoning districts. Any such exempt sign(s) located on such a residential site in a 
residential zoning district shall comply with the provisions for such exempt sign(s) provided 
in section 7.9 of this article . 

. 2 Non-residential uses in all zoning districts. Except as otherwise provided herein, the 
number of building signs located on property lawfully used for non-residential purposes shall 
not be limited so long as the cumulative total sign area (in square feet) of all such signs, 
except exempt signs, does not exceed the building sign allowance for the property. The 
allowable building sign area (in square feet) of all signs, except exempt signs, erected, 
installed, or located on a site lawfully containing a non-residential use in any zoning district 
shall be computed as follows: 

A. Building mounted signs. 

(1) If a building contains more than one floor or story, the dimension of the 
primary side of the building shall be determined by measuring (in linear feet) 
the overall width of the first floor or story of the building on the side that 
faces the front lot line and the sign allowance for each business establishment 
or other entity occupying the building shall be shared by such business 
establishments or other entities as determined by the property owner based 
on the frontage of the building. 

(2) If a building contains more than one business establishment or other entity, 
but the exterior of the building has not been subdivided into units, the sign 
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allowance for each business establishment or other entity occupying the 
building shall be shared by such business establishments or other entities as 
determined by the property owner based on the frontage of the building. 

(3) If all or part of the exterior of a building has been subdivided into two or 
more fully enclosed units capable of containing one or more business 
establishments or other entities (such as a multiple unit shopping center), the 
front dimension of each such unit shall be considered the building frontage 
of the unit and the sign allowance for each business establishment or other 
entity occupying such unit shall be shared among the business establishments 
or other entities occupying such unit in the manner prescribed by the 
property owner. Any remaining part of the exterior of the building which 
has not been subdivided into fully enclosed units shall be treated the same as 
a building which has not been subdivided into units. 

(4) If a single business establishment or other entity occupies more than one 
consecutive fully enclosed unit, the building frontage of such business or 
other entity shall be the total linear dimension of building frontage of all of 
such units combined. 

(5) The allowable signage to be mounted on a building shall be based on the 
building frontage of a business or other entity as follows: 

a. Business establishments or other entities with 100 linear feet of 
structural frontage or less: two square feet per linear foot of frontage 
up to a maximum of 100 square feet. In the event a building is 
located on a lot that does not abut a public street, the frontage shall 
be measured along the publicly dedicated parking lot or platted alley 
that the lot fronts. 

b. Business establishments or other entities with over 100 linear feet up 
to 300 linear feet of structural frontage: one square foot per linear 
foot of frontage up to a maximum of 200 square feet. In the event a 
building is located on a lot that does not abut a public street, the 
frontage shall be measured along the publicly dedicated parking lot or 
platted alley that the lot fronts. 

c. Business establishments or other entities with over 300 linear feet of 
frontage: three-quarters of a square foot per linear foot of structural 
frontage. In the event a building is located on a lot that does not 
abut a public street, the frontage shall be measured along the publicly 
dedicated parking lot or platted alley that the lot fronts. 

d. In addition to the sign area otherwise allowed in this section, business 
establishments or other entities which meet the following criteria 
shall be allowed additional sign area for building-mounted signs as 
follows: 

(i) Businesses or other entltles fronting on more than one 
platted street shall be permitted an additional sign area 
allowance of one-half square foot per linear foot of building 
frontage on such additional street up to a maximum of 50 
square feet per street. Such additional sign area allowance for 
a second street shall be added to the building-mounted sign 
area allowance resulting from the building frontage 
calculation. If a business or other entity fronts on three or 
four streets, then the additional sign allowance resulting from 
frontage on the third and/or fourth streets shall be used on 
the building face actually abutting the third and/or fourth 
streets. For purposes of this article, when a business or other 
entity fronts three or four streets, the side(s) of the business 
establishment or other entity shall be deemed to be fronting 
on the second and, if applicable, the fourth streets and the 
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rear of the business establishment or other entity shall be 
deemed to front on the third street. 

(ii) Businesses or other entities whose side or rear building 
frontages abut a public alley, public parking area, or mall 
parking area shall be permitted an additional allowance of 
one-half square foot per linear foot of such side or rear 
building frontage up to a maximum of 50 square feet. Such 
additional allowance shall only be used on the side or rear of 
the building which actually abuts the public alley, public 
parking area, or mall parking area. 

B. Freestanding signs. 

(1) Individual Business or Entity Sites 

a. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 7.11.4 of this article, 
"Gasoline Pricing Signs," no site shall have more than two 
freestanding signs. 

b. The allowable freestanding sign area (in square feet), the maximum 
number of freestanding signs, and the maximum height of 
freestanding signs erected, located, or placed on lawfully existing 
non-residential uses in all zoning districts shall be based on the street 
frontage of the site. 

c. When only one freestanding sign is permitted, the sign shall provide 
architectural design features, including colors or materials or both 
consistent with those used in the design of the building to which the 
sign is accessory. These features shall apply to the sign frame and 
supporting materials, not to the sign panel or panels that provide the 
actual advertising area. 

d. When two freestanding signs are permitted, a unified sign plan 1s 
required pursuant to section 7 .15 of this article. 

e. For all individual non-residential use sites, the following maximum 
freestanding sign(s) number, maximum freestanding sign area, and 
height limitations shall apply: 

Freestanding Signs 

Individual Businesses or 
Entities tn all Zoning 
Districts except Presen,,e 
Zoning Districts and Individual Businesses or 
Individual Businesses or Entities zn all Preserve 
Entities on Pine Island Zoning Districts 
Road (SR 78), Veterans 
Parkwqy, us 41, and 
Burnt 5 tore Road 

Individual Businesses or 
Entities on Pine Island 
Road (SR 78), Veterans 
Parkwqy, us 41, and 
Bttrnt 5 tore Road 

Siy_n area based on street (rontay_e (linear feet): 
100 or less 30 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft. 32 sq. ft. 
101-200 40 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft. 48 sq. ft. 
201-300 52 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft. 60 sq . ft. 
301 + 65 sq. ft. 24 sq. ft. 75 sq. ft. 
Heiy_ht (feet): 20 20 25 
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Maximum number permitted: 
Site with less than 500 
linear feet abutting a 1 1 
single street 
Site with 500 or more 
linear feet abutting a 

1 

1 2 
single street* 

2 

* When more than one sign is permitted on the same site, signs must be spaced a minimum of 300 
feet apart. 

(2) Multiple Business or Entity Sites 

a. When only one freestanding sign is permitted, the sign shall provide 
architectural design features, including colors and/or materials 
consistent with those used in the design of the building the sign is 
accessory to. These features shall apply to the sign frame and 
supporting materials, not to the sign panel or panels that provide the 
actual advertising area. 

b. When two freestanding signs are permitted, a unified sign plan is 
required pursuant to section 7 .15 below. 

c. Although the distribution of freestanding signage among the tenants 
or occupants of a multiple business or entity site shall be the 
responsibility of the real property site owner, the following 
limitations concerning maximum number, sign area, and height of 
freestanding signs shall apply to all multiple business or entity sites 
containing non-residential uses: 

Multiple Business or 
Entity Sites in al! Zoning 
Districts except Preserve 
Zoning Districts and 

Freestanding Signs Multiple Business or 
Entity Sites on Pine Island 
Road (SR 78), Veterans 
Parkwqy, us 41, and 
Burnt Store Road 

Multiple Business or 
Entiry Sites in ail Preserve 

Zoning Districts 

Multiple Bttsiness or 
Enti"ty Sites on Pine Island 
Road (SR 78), Veterans 
Parkwqy, us 41, and 
Burnt 5 tore Road 

SiJ!,n area based on street frontaJ!,e (!inearfeet): 
100 or less' 
101-200 
201-300 
301+ 
Height (feet): 

50 sq. ft. 
64 sq. ft. 
80 sq. ft. 
100 sq. ft. 

20 

24 sq. ft. 
24 sq. ft. 
24 sq. ft. 
24 sq. ft. 

20 

56 sq. ft. 
64 sq. ft. 
75 sq. ft. 
150 sq. ft. 

25 
Maximum number permitted: 

Sites with less than 500 
linear feet abutting a 1 1 1 
single street. 
Sites with 500 or more 
feet abutting a single 2 1 2 
street.2 

I In the event the depth of the property is at least three times the length of the street frontage 
(linear feet), an additional 25% of sign area is allowed. 

2 When more than one sign is permitted on the same site, signs must be spaced a minimum of 
300 feet apart. 

d. On sites that are approved through a Planned Development Project 
which contain commercial, professional, industrial, mixed use, or 
agricultural uses together with residential properties as part of the 
same Planned Development Project, and the residential uses front 
the road on which the development faces with non-residential uses 
located inside the development not visible from the road, the 
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Director of the Department of Community Development, or his or 
her designee, may allow, in his or her discretion, signs that are used to 
direct motorists to facilitate finding the non-residential component of 
the development. The Director of the Department of Community 
Development, or his or her designee, shall take into consideration 
factors that include, but are not limited to: 

(1) The location of the non-residential uses within the 
development; 

(2) The location of permitted signage for the non-residential uses 
within the development; and 

(3) Roadway conditions that further reduce visibility of permitted 
signage for non-residential uses. 

§ 7.15 Unified sign plan . 

. 1 When multiple freestanding signs are proposed for a single site, or in the case of a shopping 
center or other multiple-occupancy complex including outparcels under unified control 
within the main development, a unified sign plan shall be employed. An application for a 
development order, or a building permit when a development order is not required, must be 
accompanied by a graphic and narrative representation of the unified sign plan to be utilized 
on the site. The unified sign plan may be amended and resubmitted for approval to reflect 
style changes or changing tenant needs . 

. 2 A unified sign plan shall provide architectural design elements consistent with those used in 
the design of the building associated with the sign. These features shall apply to the sign 
frame and supporting materials, not to the sign panel or panels that provide the actual 
advertising area. Design elements which shall be addressed in both graphic and narrative 
form include: 

A. Adherence with the provision of this article; 

B. Colors; 

C. Construction materials; 

D. Architectural design; 

E. Illumination method; 

F. Sign types(s) and location(s); and 

G. In the case of a shopping center, multiple occupancy complex, or developments with 
multiple stluctures on the site, including outparcels, a minimum 100 square foot 
planting area must be provided around the base of any freestanding sign. This 
landscape area shall include shrubs and ground cover plants with a minimum of 50% 
coverage at the time of planting. Turf grass shall not exceed 10% of the landscape 
area. All landscaping shall be maintained in good condition during the life of the 
sign. 

§ 7.16 Non-conforming existing signs . 

. 1 Non-conforming sign compliance. All signs lawfully erected prior to October 1, 2013 that do not 
comply with the requirements of this article shall be considered non-conforming signs. All 
non-conforming signs shall be removed or brought into conformity with this article no later 
than January 1, 2024. The owners of the real property on which such non-conforming signs 
exist shall be responsible for ensuring that such signs are removed or brought into 
conformity. Non-conforming signs shall not be altered, replaced, or repaired if such 
alteration, replacement, or repair would constitute more than 50% of the replacement value 
of the non-conforming sign. All other signs that were not lawfully erected prior to October 
1, 2013 that do not comply with the requirements of this article shall be removed no later 
than December 31, 2013 
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.2 Effect ofannexation on sign compliance. Any sign that was lawfully erected on property that was 
located outside of the jurisdiction of the City at the time the sign was erected but which was 
annexed into the City prior to October 1, 2013 and that does not comply with the 
requirements of this Article shall be considered a non-conforming sign and shall be removed 
or brought into conformity with this article no later than January 1, 2024. Any sign that was 
or is lawfully erected on property that was located outside of the jurisdiction of the City at 
the time the sign is erected but which was annexed into the City on or after October 1, 2013 
and that does not comply with the requirements of this Article, shall be considered a non
conforming sign and shall be removed or brought into conformity with this article no later 
than ten years from the effective date of the annexation . 

. 3 Restrictions on permitting certain non-coriforming signs. Sign permits will not be issued for the 
alteration, replacement, or repair of a non-conforming sign if such alteration, replacement, 
or repair constitutes more than 50% of the replacement value of the existing non
conforming sign. Changing the information on the face of an existing non-conforming sign 
shall not be deemed an action increasing the degree or extent of the non-conformity so as to 
constitute a violation of this article. Any other alteration to an existing non-conforming sign 
will be required to conform to this article . 

.4 Exceptions. A sign which is erected, located, or installed prior to October 1, 2013 and which 
was approved by a dimensional variance from the Board of Zoning Adjustment and Appeals 
or the City Council shall retain such variance approval. A sign which is erected, located, or 
installed prior to October 1, 2013, and which was approved by a deviation from the Director 
shall retain such deviation approval. However, any sign which has been approved by such a 
dimensional variance or deviation and is then changed to conform to this article shall forfeit 
the sign variance or deviation. 

§ 7.17 Deviations . 

. 1 Any person aggrieved by the effect of this article upon signs shall have the right to request 
from the Director of the Department of Community Development, or his or her designated 
representative, a deviation from the provisions of this article. However, deviations that 
would have the effect of allowing a category or type of sign that is prohibited by this article 
shall not be available . 

. 2 Requests for deviations and the reasons therefor shall be set forth by the applicant in the 
application for sign permit approval and shall be accompanied by documentation including, 
but not limited to, sample detail drawings, schematic architectural drawings, site plans, 
elevations, and perspectives which shall graphically demonstrate the proposed deviation(s) 
and illustrate how each deviation would operate to the benefit, or at least not to the 
detriment, of the public interest. Deviations from the provisions of this article may be 
approved by the Director of the Department of Community Development, or his or her 
designated representative, provided that such deviation will not be contrary to the public 
interest and in harmony with the general intent and purpose of this article and where one or 
both of the following criteria are satisfied: 

A. Conditions exist that are not the result of the applicant and which are such that a 
literal enforcement of the regulations involved would result in unnecessary or undue 
hardship; or 

B. There is something unique about the building or site configuration that would cause 
the signage permitted by this article to be ineffective in identifying a use or structure 
that would otherwise be entitled to a sign . 

. 3 Subject to the standards and criteria stated in subsection 7 .17 .2 above, the Director of the 
Department of Community Development, or his or her designated representative, shall 
approve only the minimum deviation from the provisions of this article necessary to avoid 
the undue hardship under subsection 7.17.2.A above or to cause the signage for the site to 
be effective in identifying the use or structure located on the site in accordance with 
subsection 7 .17 .2.B above. However, no deviation shall be approved that would have the 
effect of allowing a type or category of sign that would otherwise be prohibited by this 
article. 
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.4 Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Director of the Department of Community 
Development, or his or her designated representative, concerning a deviation from the 
provisions of this article may appeal such decision to the Board of Zoning Adjustment and 
Appeals provided that a written Notice of Appeal is filed within 30 days after the date of the 
decision made by the Director or the Director's designee. The notice of appeal shall be 
considered filed when it is received by the Director of the Department of Community 
Development, or his or her designated representative . 

. 5 The Board of Zoning Adjustment and Appeals may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or 
may modify the decision appealed from and shall make any order, requirement, decision, or 
determination that in its opinion ought to be made in the case before it within sixty (60) days 
of the filing of a notice of appeal. To this end, the Board shall have all the powers of the 
authority from whom the appeal is taken. The Board's powers on appeal also shall be 
limited to the powers of the authority from whom the appeal is taken so that the Board shall 
have the power to approve only the minimum deviation from the provisions of this article 
necessai-y to avoid the undue hardship under subsection 7.17.2.A above or to cause the 
signage for the site to be effective in identifying the use or structure located on the site in 
accordance with subsection 7.17.2.B above. Neither the variance procedures nor variances 
themselves shall be available for the purpose of increasing the number of signs or the sign 
area to be allowed for a site . 

. 6 Appeals from the decision of the Board of Zoning Adjustment and Appeals shall be in 
accordance with the procedures identified in Article VIII, Section 8.9 of the Land Use and 
Development Regulations. 

SECTION 2. Severability. In the event that any portion or Section of this ordinance is determined 
to be invalid, illegal or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall in 
no manner affect the remaining portions or Sections of this ordinance which shall remain in full 
force and effect. 

SECTION 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective April 1, 2014. 

ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE CORAL AT ITS REGULAR 
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